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tion,  as  all  matters  of  science,  history  and  religion  had  been  settled 
by  their  ancestors,  and  written  in  their  shastres ;  so  that  all  farther 
reading,  writing  or  discussion  on  these  subjects  was  vain  and 
impious.    People  of  all  classes  were  glad  to  have  their  boys  taught 


to  read  and  write  and  keep  accounts,  but  there  was  the  usual 
Oriental  prejudice  against  female  education  It  was  and  is  a 
current  proverb  among  Hindus  and  Mussulmans,  that  "a  woman's 
wisdom  should  not  extend  beyond  the  oven."    She  need  know 
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nothing  more  than  how  to  make  her  husband's  bread.  Consider- 
able success,  however,  had  followed  the  girls'  schools  among  the 
lower  classes  in  Bombay — so  much,  indeed,  that  the  Brahmins 
began  to  think  of  educating  their  daughters  in  their  own  houses, 
fearing  the  Shaddra  women  would  be  superior  to  their  own  if  the 
latter  were  left  untaught. 

In  consideration  of  this  success  in  Bombay,  in  less  than  two 
months  after  the  arrival  of  the  missionary  families  in  Ahmcdnug- 
gur,  a  girls'  school  was  opened ;  and  in  the  autumn  of  1S32  there 
were  three  girls'  schools  in  good  running  order,  taught  by  educated, 
though  not  Christian,  natives,  and  supported  by  the  "  generous 
benevolence  of  the  ladies  residing  at  the  station."  These  wzte 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the  missionaries,  were  condacted 
after  Christian  standards,  and  Christian  books  were  thoroughly 
studied.  It  should  be  stated  that  few  of  these  girls  came  to  the 
schools  through  any  desire  for,  or  appreciation  of,  their  advan- 
tages, but  mostly  from  pecuniary  considerations.  To  bring  the 
girls  under  Christian  influence,  they  were  induced  to  by 
presents,  or  in  some  other  manner;  and,  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  them  even  in  that  way,  the  teacher  was  paid  twice  as 
much  for  instructing  a  girl  as  a  boy.  The  extra  allowance  was  a 
complete  quietus  to  the  conscience  of  the  Brahmin  schoolmaster, 
removed  every  religious  scruple,  and  induced  him  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  obtain  girls  for  his  school.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
pecuniary  benefit  which  was  held  out  to  the  girls  did  away  with 
all  the  objections  of  their  parents,  who  were  generally  very 
poor;  and  in  this  way  access  was  gained  both  to  the  girls  and  to 
their  families. 

These  schools  were  continued  for  several  years,  although,  owing 
to  ill-health  and  depletion  in  the  missionary  ranks,  but  little 
progress  was  made.  In  1S37,  however,  the  mission  was  re-enforced 
by  fresh  arrivals  from  America,  among  whom  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ballantine;  and  during  that  year  the  long-desired  result  was  at- 
tained in  the  opening  of  a  girls'  boarding-school,  with  twenty 
scholars.  The  most  promising  girls  were  selected  from  the  day 
schools ;  others  from  outside  the  city  were  admitted ;  and  the  new 
enterprise  was  inaugurated  under  the  most  favorable  auspices. 
It  was  placed  under  Mrs.  Ballantine's  care,  and  was  almost  wholly 
supported  by  English  ladies  residing  in  Ahmednuggur. 

The  first  converts  through  the  influence  of  the  school  were  a 
little  girl  and  her  mother,  who  were  thrown  on  the  world  by  the 
death  of  the  husband  and  father,  who  wandered  to  Ahmednuggur, 
and  were  providentially  thrown  within  the  missionary  circle. 
Mother  and  daughter  were  both  baptized  in  March,  1841.    In  1842 
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three  more  of  the  pupils  were  baptized,  at  which  many  of  the 
parents  became  very  much  alarmed,  and  a  general  attack  on  all 
the  missionary  operations  was  commenced.  Nearly  all  the  larger 
girls  were  removed  from  the  school;  among  them  were  two°or 


three  who  had  given  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart.  One  of  these 
was  extremely  anxious  to  be  baptized  with  the  others;  but  as  her 
parents  were  away,  and  could  not  be  consulted,  the  missionaries 
thought  best  to  defer  it.    "  On  the  day  the  other  girls  were  bap- 
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tized  she  saw  them  partaking  of  food  in  the  house  of  a  Christian, 
which,  of  course,  was  a  violation  of  caste;"  and  she,  of  her  own 
accord,  ate  with  them,  saying  she  wished  to  show  them  that  there 
was  no  deceit  in  her  heart.  This  came  to  the  ears  of  her  grand- 
mother, under  whose  care  she  was  at  the  time,  and  she,  in  great 
terror,  took  her  away  from  the  school  at  once;  and,  pretending  to 
have  heard  that  the  girl's  mother  was  very  sick,  sent  her  to  her 
parents,  fifty  miles  away.  The  mother  confessed,  a  few  days 
afterward,  that  the  girl  cried  constantly  to  come  back;  but  that 
her  father  had  threatened  her  life  if  she  said  another  word  on  the 
subject.  Some  of  the  native  Christians  went  to  see  her,  but  they 
were  not  allowed  to  talk  with  her,  except  in  the  hearing  of  h<»- 
parents;  and,  by  beating,  she  was  forced  to  say  that  she  would  not 
come  back,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  baptized. 

Other  cases  of  persecution  followed;  but,  notwithstanding  all, 
the  school  continued  to  increase  in  numbers  and  efficiency  till  1851, 
when,  owing  to  a  change  of  policy  by  the  American  Board,  by 
which  it  was  thought  best  that  more  attention  should  be  given  to 
evangelistic,  and  less  to  educational  work,  it  was  decided  to  give 
up  the  boarding  department,  and  retain  only  those  girls  who  were 
children  of  Christian  parents,  or  who  were,  or  were  to  become, wives 
of  native  teachers  and  catechists.  Pupils  who  came  from  abroad 
were  formed  into  boarding  circles  of  eight  or  ten,  and  placed  under 
the  care  of  an  experienced,  trustworthy  woman  as  matron,  retain- 
ing their  own  modes  of  dress  and  living,  and  receiving  domestic 
training  to  fit  them  to  take  charge  of  homes  of  their  own.  This 
arrangement  proved  very  satisfactory,  and  has  been  continued  to 
this  day. 

The  present  status  of  the  school,  as  given  in  a  recent  letter 
from  Mrs.  Hume,  is  as  follows:  "The  school  building  has  four 
rooms,  which  accommodate  the  three  different  departments.  The 
principal  room  is  forty-five  feet  long  by  fifteen  feet  wide,  with 
numerous  doors  and  windows.  Maps,  pictures  of  Bible  scenes  and 
others  hang  on  the  walls,  and  mottoes  in  the  vernacular  are  silent 
instructors  to  the  pupils.  Around  the  room  are  low  desks,  at 
which  the  girls  sit,  there  being  only  a  few  elevated  ones,  which 
require  high  benches,  and  which  are  reserved  for  the  more 
advanced  pupils.  A  Mason  and  Hamlin  organ  helps  much  in  train- 
ing the  girls  in  singing. 

In  this  room  are  thirty-six  scholars,  who  compose  the  higher 
department  of  the  school.  Their  studies  are  geography,  grammar, 
arithmetic,  elements  of  astronomy,  history  of  India,  difficult 
modi  reading  (the  Marathi  written  character),  and  various  books 
of  the  Bible  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament.    The  other  depart- 
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merits,  containing  twenty-five  and  thirty  scholars,  are  cared  for  in 
the  other  rooms,  and  their  studies  are  preparatory  by  regular 
advances  for  the  highest  grade.  Sewing  is  regularly  taught,  and 
many  earn  their  fees  by  their  ueedles.  During  the  past  year  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  rupees  have  been  paid  by  parents  and  rela- 
tives, and  twenty-six  in  fees.  This  encourages  the  missionaries  to 
hope  that  the  time  may  come  when  the  girls  can  meet  all  their  ex- 
penses. Most  of  them  are  now  supported  by  funds  from  America, 
by  an  English  society,  by  the  famine  relief  fund,  and  by  a  few 
private  individuals. 

As  in  our  other  mission  schools,  the  ever-widening  circles  of 
good  influences  emanating  from  this  institution  can  never  be 
computed.  Its  pupils  arc  scattered  far  and  wide  over  Western 
India.  Christians  of  all  missions  have  here  found  educated  wives; 
Bible-women  have  gone  out  from  it  to  earnest,  successful  work 
among  their  country-women;  teachers  have  been  taken  from  it 
for  boarding,  village  and  government  schools;  and  wherever  they 
are,  almost  without  exception,  their  record  of  self-sacrifice  and 
earnest  piety  is  a  noble  one.  Imperfect  records  prevent  us  from 
giving  statistics,  but  we  are  told  that  "  very  few,  if  any,  of  the 
girls  have  been  through  the  whole  course  of  study  and  left  without 
having  first  taken  their  stand  as  Christians  by  uniting  with  the 
church." 

One  of  the  peculiar  features  of  this  school  is,  that  it  has  been 
carried  on,  with  the  aid  of  native  assistants,  almost  entirely  by 
married  ladies,  in  the  midst  of  family  cares  and  numerous  other 
labors.  Among  them  we  notice  Mrs.  Ballantine,  Mrs.  Burgess, 
Mrs.  Bissell  and  the  present  teacher,  Mrs.  Hume.  It  may  be  due 
to  this  fact,  that  the  Christian  homes  established  by  the  pupils, 
modeled  after  those  of  their  teachers,  are  so  prominent  in  all  the 
region  round  about.  The  influence  of  one  of  these  homes,  estab- 
lished early  in  the  history  of  the  mission,  is  thus  described  •  "It 
was  interesting  to  observe  the  influence  upon  the  people  of  a 
native  Christian  family,  governed  and  regulated  by  love  and 
mutual  respect.  The  Hindus  looked  on  with  astonishment  to  see 
a  native  man  and  his  wife  eating  together,  and  the  heathen  women 
could  scarcely  trust  their  senses  when  they  saw  one  of  their  own 
sex  actually  reading  a  book  and  giving  instruction.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  such  practical  exhibitions  of  the  influence  of 
Christianity,  will  have  more  effect  among  this  ignorant  people  than 
many  sermons.  I  trust  the  number  of  such  families  will  speedily 
be  multiplied." 
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TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  r ARSON'S. 

Constantinople,  Mav  12,  1ST9. 

Dear  Friends  :  — 

This  great  city  has  just  recovered  from  the  Easter  spasm.  Greek 
Church,  Armenian  Church,  Church  of  Rome,  Church  of  England 
(very  high),  have  all  been  keeping  ceremonious  festival.  Perhaps 
you  and  I  are  agreed  that  we  of  the  Puritan  faith  have  lost  some- 
thing in  ignoring  the  solemn  fast  and  the  following  joyful  feast  of 
Easter;  but  contact  with  the  mummeries  practiced  in  the  Eastern 
churches  makes  one  forgiving  toward  the  Fathers  who,  to  escape 
the  connected  evils,  threw  over  all  the  Easter  celebration. 

The  customs  of  fifteen  centuries  have  been  renewed  here  once 
more,  iu  these  annual  lifeless  ceremonies,  which  look  more  dead  in 
the  face  of  every  advancing  year. 

For  days  before,  the  bells  called  to  prayer  in  the  dark  of  early 
morning,  and  Easter  week  services  were  almost  continuous;  the 
air  was  ceaselessly  heavy  with  incense,  and  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  extra  caudles  burned  before  Mary's  picture  and  the 
Saints.  Good  Friday,  appealing  dead  Christs,  in  wax,  lay  in  some 
of  the  churches,  and  the  Armenian  churches,  at  least,  were  draped 
in  black,  and  a  sepulchral  midnight  service  held,  with  chanting  of 
dirges,  the  lights  turned  low,  the  loud  weeping  and  moaning  of 
the  stricter  believers.    So  they  "remembered  the  Lord's  death.1' 

We  went  to  see  the  ceremony  of  "  washing  the  disciples' feet " 
on  Thursday.  We  felt  sympathetic.  We  wanted  to  find  good  in 
it.  We  meant  to  be  affected.  But  after  sitting  in  a  small  place 
shut  off  for  the  women  in  the  farther  end  of  the  great  church,  and 
looking  and  listening  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  the  priests  at 
the  remote  other  end  before  we  heard  one  word,  we  began  to  feel 
some  practical  disgust. 

After  various  readings  of  prayers  and  Scripture  in  the  ancient 
unspoken  tongue,  a  long  array  of  priests,  in  heavily  gold-embroid- 
ered garments,  took  their  seats  behind  the  altar.  Several  of  them 
laying  aside  a  part  of  their  outer  robes,  and  thus  disclosing  quite 
as  costly  ones  beneath,  rolling  up  their  sleeves  to  the  elbow,  and 
so  displaying  one  or  more  jeweled  bracelets,  made  a  great  show  of 
towels  in  their  hands,  with  which  they  delicately  wiped  the  top  of 
one  foot  of  some  fellow-priests  who  were  sitting  up.  like  dressed 
dolls,  in  all  the  showy  habiliments  of  their  office,  and  had  dipped 
them  in  some  water  brought  for  the  purpose.  So  they  kept  our 
Lord's  words,  "Ye  ought  also  to  wash  one  another's  feet." 
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That  is,  I  take  the  word  of  other  people  who  were  near,  that  the 
priests  actually  performed  the  service.  We  had  gone  to  see  the 
the  ceremony.  What  %ve  did  see  was  the  gorgeous  apparel,  the 
authoritative  stride  and  gestures  of  the  vartabeds,  the  towels  and 
stooping  down.  More  we  could  not  see,  at  such  a  distance  away, 
over  the  heads  of  a  crowd  of  men.  Sometimes  a  layman  has  his 
feet  washed ;  but  he  understands  propriety  sufficiently  to  pay  a 
handsome  fee  over  to  the  church  for  so  distinguished  a  favor. 

I  am  surprised  to  find  that  the  Turkish  soldiers  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  Easter  week  to  extort  quite  a  tax  from  all  these  churches, 
on  the  ground  that  they  undergo  special  fatigue  in  keeping  the 
streets  quiet  on  this  week. 

The  day  following  Good  Friday,  priests  and  vartabeds  and  choir- 
boys carried  a  fancifully  draped  box  in  slow  procession,  with 
chanting  and  swinging  censer,  out  at  one  door  of  the  church, 
marched  around  a  square,  and  brought  it  in  at  another  door.  In 
the  box  was  a  picture  of  Christ.  So  they  showed  how  "  He  made 
His  grave  with  the  rich." 

Easter  morning  there  was  a  perfect  clangor  of  bells,  assisted  by 
fire-crackers  and  pistols  ;  the  communion  was  administered  in  the 
churches;  and  people,  casting  off  the  weight  of  preceding  days, 
gave  themselves  up  to  visiting  and  merry-making.  So  they  testified 
that  "Christ  has  become  the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept." 

Spring  vacation  in  the  Home  began  Wednesday  of  Easter  week ; 
and  as  Christmas  and  Easter  are  the  two  occasions  in  the  year 
when  old  and  young,  conservative  and  skeptical,  take  the  commun- 
ion in  these  Easter  churches,  we  knew  that  not  less  than  one-third 
of  our  scholars  —  young  girls  just  beginning  to  study  and  under- 
stand the  Gospel  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives — would  go  from 
our  classes,  our  reprovings,  our  daily  watch  and  prayers,  to  the 
communion  service.  We  were  naturally  very  anxious  as  to  the 
spirit  in  which  they  would  do  it,  and  the  effect  it  would  have  on 
them. 

We  may  hope  there  arc  many  believing  hearts  in  these  old 
churches  who  welcome  this  feast  in  truth,  and  when  they  paytheir 
Easter  visits,  and  greet  each  other,  in  Oriental  fashion,  with  "  The 
Lord  is  risen,"  lift  their  eyes  to  Him  in  faith. 

It  is  to  be  said  farther,  that  though  the  public  Scripture  reading 
is  all  in  the  classic  tongue,  still  it  is  pure  Scripture  that  is  read, 
and  many  educated  persons  present  cannot  help  understanding  it ; 
and  further,  too,  that  in  the  Armenian  church,  at  least,  Protestant 
influence  in  the  city  has  caused  the  introduction  of  sermons.  Very 
likely  they  are  often  poor  sermons;  but  they  are  in  the  modern 
tongue.,  and  there  is  probably  something  good  in  them  always. 
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Still,  take  it  all  in  all.  we  must  confess  the  whole  great  feast-keep- 
ing a  hollowness  and  dry  bones  of  ceremony  from  which  the 
bfe  and  spirit  fled  long  ago.  It  is  a  "body,"  that  "  profited)  noth- 
ing."   It  is  the  "letter,"'  that  M  killeth." 

The  best  thing  I  have  heard  said  of  us  tbis  year  was  from  a 
Turk.  It  was  last  fall,  one  day  when  we  took  some  of  the  older 
girls  to  visit  St.  Sophia.  As  we  were  coming  out,  an  old  Turk  in 
waiting  said  to  bis  neighbor,  in  a  loud  voice.  "Shall  we  take  a 
backsheesh  from  these  girls?"  " No '.  they  go  to  school,  and 
came  here  to  learn.  And  they  are  going  to  be  men , purposely 
using  tbe  masculine  noun  to  denote  superior  intelligence;  the 
same  as  to  say,  "  they  are  not  women  or  donkeys,  but  men !  *"  and 
he  positively  refused  the  ordinary  backsheesh '. 

Dear  friends,  I  wish  you  could  sit  one  hour  this  week  on 
the  upper  balcony  of  this  house,  and  look  off  on  the  wealth  of 
spring-green  and  blossoms  that  deck  the  city.  The  racemes  of 
wistaria  and  laburnum  are  just  dropping  their  purple  and  gold, 
that  have  been  brilliant  against  hundreds  of  old  brown  houses; 
and  the  red  petals  of  the  Judas-tree,  that  have  lighted  up  all  the 
hills,  are  falling,  too.  But  the  acacia  and  horse-chestnut  and 
syringa  and  catalpa  burden  the  air  with  their  fragrance:  roses  of 
royal  thrift  and  color  climb  and  bloom  on  every  walk,  in  every 
corner;  the  orchis  and  true  forget-me-not  hide  in  the  woods:  and 
we  wake  up  every  day  under  this  blue  sky.  and  beside  these 
deeply  blue  waters,  to  a  world  of  brilliant  color  and  life  and 
beauty.  It  is  the  season  when  it  is  natural  to  hope:  but  I  tell 
you  truly,  my  heart  does  not  stir  with  such  expectation  when  I 
look  off  on  this  promise  of  the  year,  as  when  I  go  down  there  into 
our  school-room  and  look  on  these  sixty-six  young  girls,  with 
minds  and  souls  expanding  into  power  and  action :  and  I  do  not 
count  with  more  certainty  on  next  autumn's  fulfillment  of  these 
blossoming  pledges  than  on  the  good  fruit  these  lives  shall  bear  in 
some  coming  harvest  time.  "  My  word  shall  not  return  unto  me 
void,"  the  Lord  has  said. 


"  Womex  have  no  souls."  said  a  Chinese  mandarin,  drawing  him- 
self up  with  an  air  of  great  superiority ;  and  when  it  was  insisted 
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that  women  had  souls  as  well  as  men,  he  laughed  long  and  loud  at 
the  absurd  idea,  and  added:  ,;  When  I  get  home  I  will  tell  my  wife 
that  she  has  a  soul.    She  will  be  astonished,  I  think." 

This  opinion  is  almost  universal  in  China.  As  a  woman,  it  is  be- 
lieved, she  can  have  no  hope  of  heaven. .  If  she  is  perfectly  sub- 
missive to  her  husband  and  his  relatives,  and  is  the  mother  of  sons, 
she  may,  perhaps,  be  born  again  in  this  world  as  a  man,  and  then 
there  may  be  a  possibility  of  reaching  Buddha's  heaven;  but  not 
otherwise.  This,  then,  is  the  most  earnest  prayer  of  every  Chinese 
girl,  this  the  great  incentive  of  her  religious  life,  that  she  may 
come  back  to  this  world  as  a  man.  Can  we  wonder  at  her  degra- 
dation ?  Of  course  there  are  many  minor  considerations  which 
effect  her,  day  by  day  —  the  trials  and  misfortunes  of  life  which  are 
attributed  to  the  anger  of  the  gods;  an  anger  that  must  be  ap- 
peased by  expensive  and  frequent  offerings  of  various  kinds,  con- 
stant homage  to  be  paid  to  ancestors,  and  innumerable  supersti- 
tions that  follow  them  every  hour  of  the  day. 

The  public  worship  of  the  girls  and  younger  women  amounted 
to  very  little.  With  most  of  them  there  is  but  scant  time  in  their 
laborious  lives  for  anything  outside  the  daily,  monotonous  routine; 
and  with  those  who  have  more  leisure,  custom  will  not  allow 
their  appearance  in  public,  except  on  rare  occasions,  even  in  the 
temples.  There  are,  however,  what  are  called  "  worship  days,"  in 
which  large  numbers  of  women  visit  the  various  temples.  The 
ceremonies  on  these  days  are  described  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nevins  as 
■follows :  — 

"  On  worship  days  a  great  many  women  and  girls  may  be  seen 
making  their  way  to  their  chosen  place  of  worship.  They  gener- 
ally go  in  small  companies,  having  with  them  a  little  basket  con- 
taining candles  and  incense-sticks.  They  are  always  dressed  in 
their  best  clothes,  or  clothes  hired  for  the  purpose,  as  it  would  be 
considered  disrespectful  to  the  gods  to  appear  before  them  in  their 
every-day  apparel;  and  they  hope,  also,  by  their  dress  and  be- 
havior, to  produce  the  impression  upon  the  gods  that  they  are 
persons  of  better  circumstances  than  they  really  are.  On  reach- 
ing her  destination  the  worshipper  at  once  lights  both  candles  and 
incense,  and  places  them  in  front  of  some  one  particular  image,  or, 
as  is  oftener  the  case,  before  several.  This  duty  performed  she 
returns  to  her  starting-place,  and  commences  her  prostrations, 
which  are  made  three  or  four,  and  often  many  more  times,  before 
each  idol.  After  this,  she  goes  to  the  priest  and  buys  a  paper  on 
which  is  a  picture  of  Buddha.  Iler  name  and  time  of  her  birth 
are  written  upon  it,  together  with  an  assurance  of  happiness  in  a 
future  state.    This  paper  is  at  first  of  little  importance;  but,  after 


276 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


the  name  of  Buddha  has  been  chanted  over  it  a  sufficient  number 
of  times,  it  becomes  inestimable.  Some  of  these  papers  are  only 
tick,  or  bills  for  the  payment  of  money  in  the  other  world.  Having 
received  the  paper  the  worshipper  goes  off  by  herself,  and,  either 
sitting  or  kneeling  on  a  cushion,  spends  hours  repeating  as  rapidly 
as  her  lips  can  form  the  words,  '  Na-mi-O-mi-to-Fuh!  Na-mi- 
O-mi-to-Fuh! '  one  of  the  names  of  Teh  or  Buddha,  assisting  her 
memory  by  means  of  a  rosary  in  the  same  way  that  the  Romanists 
do." 

It  might  be  inferred  that  these  visits  to  the  temple  are  dull  and 
monotonous,  but  the  very  opposite  is  the  case.  The  scene  is  full 
of  lively  interest,  and  affords  abundant  matter  for  gossip  for  many 
days  to  come  The  rich  are  present  to  see  and  be  seen,  dressed  in 
costly  attire,  objects  of  admiration  and  envy.  A  few  young  girls 
gaily  dressed  have  perhaps  come  out  for  the  first  time  to  see  the 
busy  world,  and  to  get  their  first  impressions  of  temples  and  tem- 
ple-worship. Old  acquaintances  meet  and  mutually  entertain  each 
other  with  news  of  neighbors,  family  difficulties,  the  harshness  of 
husbands  and  mothers-in-law,  the  virtues  of  their  own  children 
and  the  faults  of  their  daughters-in-law  and  superstitious  tales.. 
With  the  chatter  of  voluble  tongues  is  mixed  the  continually  inter- 
rupted chant  of  Na-mi-O-mi-to-Fuh,  which,  when  they  are  in  their 
turn  listening  tp  others,  theiv  tongues  seem  to  repeat  almost  spon- 
taneously. 

But  worship  of  the  gods  is  not  confined  to  the  temples,  by  any 
means,  as  there  is  not  a  house  in  China  without  its  idol  shrines, 
whether  they  be  few  or  many.  Perhaps  the  most  prominent  of 
these  especially  connected  with»  women  and  girls,  are  the  "Kitchen 
gods"  and  "Neang-Neang"  or  "Mother  goddess."  "The  Kitchen 
god"  is  usually  a  rude  picture  of  a  grotesque-looking  being,  fas- 
tened on  the  wall  in  a  conspicuous  place,  and  offerings  of  incense, 
food  or  flowers  are  kept  constantly  before  it.  Once  a  year  there 
is  a  grand  festival  in  his  honor,  and  when  he  is  thought  to  be  es- 
pecially good  natured-and  pleasant  the  picture  is  burned,  and  he  is 
supposed  to  go  to  the  other  world  in  the  smoke,  there  to  give  an 
account  of  what  has  transpired  in  the  family  during  the  year. 

The  goddess  Neang-Neang  finds  also  a  niche  in  every  house,  and 
many  temples  are  built  in  her  honor.  To  her  the  mothers  commit 
their  babes ;  and  as  soon  as  the  little  ones  can  walk,  they  are  taught 
to  bow  and  worship  before  her  shrine,  thanking  her  for  past  mer- 
cies and  asking  for  health  and  long  life.  The  fifteenth  of  the  first 
month  is  her  birth-day  ;  and  mothers  and  children  from  far  and 
near  make  pilgrimages  to  her  temple. 


GIRLS  IN  CHINA  -THEIR  UKT.KJION.  217 

Every  day,  when  the  money  is  counted  out  for  the  family  market- 
ing, an  allowance  is  made  for  fresh  incense  to  be  burned  before 
the  idols  and  tablets  in  the  house.  Then  there  are  the  neighbor- 
hood deities;  to  these  each  family  contributes  regularly,  to  say 


nothing  of  feast-days  and  numerous  costly  processions.  How 
full  the  Lord's  treasury  would  be  if  every  person  in  every  town, 
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village  or  city,  dropped  in  something  every  day,  and  then  cheer- 
fully cast  in  a  thank-offering  as  a  town  or  a  nation. 

We  have  not  space  to  dwell  on  the  innumerable  superstitions, 
signs  and  omens  in  Chin  i,  so  puerile  and  absurd  that  it  would 
seem  that  youngest  children  could  hardly  believe  in  them,  yet 
holding  men  and  women,  shrewd  and  keen  in  other  matters,  in  a 
bondage  that  would  be  intolerable  to  our  western  ideas. 

Let  us  try  to  put  ourselves  in  their  places  for  a  few  moments, 
and  imagine  what  joyful  tidings  the  Gospel  would  bring  to  us, 
with  all  its  glad,  free,  loving  service.  Miss  Payson  writes  from 
Foochow :  — 

"I  inquired  of  one  dispirited-looking  -woman  if  she  had  ever 
heard  of  Jesus ,  and  when  she  replied,  '  No,  I  never  have,'  I  won- 
dered to  myself  what  my  life  would  have  been  if  the  light  of  my 
Saviour's  smile  and  the  sound  of  His  name  had  never  illumined 
and  cheered  it.  It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  to  them  of 
their  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  '  There  is  joy  in  the  presence  of 
the  angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth;'  and  I  think 
something  akin  to  that  joy  thrills  my  heart  when  I  am  privileged 
to  be  the  first  to  bear  to  some  poor  soul  the  good  tidings  of  Jesus 
and  His  love." 


OPENING  THE  BOXES.' 

A  friend  from  Jersey  City  sends  us  the  following:  — 
"  In  the  January  meeting  of  our  auxiliary  it  was  proposed  to 
send  out  mission-boxes,  not  only  to  the  members  of  the  society, 
but  to  the  families  in  the  congregation.  As  it  was  an  experiment, 
we  concluded  to  incur  but  little  expense,  and  so  purchased  a  hun- 
dred boxes,  at  the  small  sum  of  five  cents  each.  We  did  not  call 
upon  our  treasury  for  even  this  amount,  but  collected  it  among 
the  members  present.  We  appointed  ladies  to  distribute  and 
collect  in  the  various  districts.  Every  box  was  enclosed  with  a 
written  statement  of  the  object  of  the  society,  which  read  as 
follows :  — 

CONTRIBUTION  BOXES 

FOR  THE 

WOMAN'S  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Mrs.  has  undertaken  to  collect  for  the  auxiliary  society  of  the 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions  connected  with  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
Jersey  City.   Contributions  of  the  smallest  amount  will  be  gratefully  received. 

Will  you  receive  a  mite-box,  and  aid  in  sending  the  glad  tidings  to  all  the 
world? 

Mrs.   will  call  again  in  four  months  for  the  box. 
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In  May  the  boxes  were  collected,  and  an  invitation  was  extended 
from  the  pulpit  to  all  interested  in  missions  to  be  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  boxes  on  a  certain  evening,  at  the  residence  of  one 
of  our  members.  About  fifty  ladies  and  gentlemen  gathered  at  the 
appointed  hour.  Our  pastor  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer;  the 
the  reports  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  were  read;  and  then 
followed  the  event  of  the  evening  —  the  opening  of  the  boxes. 

A  committee  of  three  gentlemen  was  appointed  to  open  them 
and  count  the  money,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  all  the  ladies 
was  appointed  to  watch  the  proceedings.  The  first  box  opened 
contained  only  seventeen  cents,  and  some  who  had  became  enthu- 
siastic on  the  weight  of  the  boxes,  felt  some  fears  less  the  anticipa- 
ted sum  should  not  be  realized.  The  excitement  increased  as 
each  box  was  opened  and  its  contents  noted,  and  there  was  quite  a 
rivalry  as  to  which  district  had  been  most  successful.  As  the 
weight  of  the  boxes  decreased  the  interest  increased.  In  one  was 
found  a  pin,  in  another  a  watch-key,  m  another  a  gold  dollar. 
These  were  all  auctioned  off  with  a  great  deal  of  amusement  as 
well  as  with  pecuniary  benefit.  The  smallest  amount  in  a  box  was 
six  cents,  the  largest  three  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

After  the  money  was  counted,  we  rejoiced  to  find  that  our  exper- 
iment had  resulted  in  giving  to  our  treasury  over  fifty  dollars, 
which  amount  we  were  quite  sure  would  not  have  been  obtained 
but  for  the  boxes.  Pecuniary  benefit  was  not  the  only  result;  we 
think  our  Society  is  better  known  and  understood  by  the  arrange- 
ment among  those  who  arc  not  members.  I  have  written  thus  mi- 
nutely in  the  hope  that  our  experience  may  encourage  some  other 
struggling  society. 


The  Apostle  Paul  once  found  himself  in  debt.  The  record  of 
this  little  circumstance  may  have  escaped  the  attention  of  some. 
It  was  after  his  conversion;  and  it  might  occasion  a  little  surprise, 
to  those  who  have  overlooked  the  incident,  to  find  this  man  of  such 
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sterling  Christian  character  —  giving  such  good  advice  ahout  every- 
thing, and  saying,  "owe  no  man  anything  "  —  acknowledging  that 
he  himself  was  in  deht.  But  such  is  the  fact;  for  we  read  in  Ro- 
mans i.  14:  "  I  am  debtor  both  to  Greeks  and  barbarians."  So  this 
man,  who  could  advise  others,  had  been  running  store-bills,  and 
borrowing  money  over  in  Athens,  and  buying  fish  and  fur  from  the 
people  in  Melita  Island  on  credit!  No,  my  friends,  we  think  the 
debt  was  of  a  somewhat  different  character. 

Let  us  see  if  we  can  illustrate  our  idea  of  what  kind  of  a  debt  it 
was.  Once,  on  a  journey,  I  stayed  over  night  at  a  farm-house,  and, 
in  the  morning,  asked  the  host  what  my  bill  was.  He  answered :  — 

"My  bill  is,  that  when  you  find  a  stranger  needing  a  night's 
lodging,  you  give  it  to  him." 

I  understood  him  at  once.  He  transferred  my  indebtedness 
to  him  to  some  one,  any  one,  whom  1  might  find  needing  what 
I  needed  when  I  asked  for  food  and  shelter  for  the  night. 

A  millionaire  finds  a  poor  man,  and  says  to  him :  — 

"I  have  made  my  will,  and  have  left  you  a  comfortable  home 
and  an  estate  that  will  be  a  fortuue  to  you." 

"I  can  never  repay  you  for  your  kindness,"  says  the  poor  man, 
bewildered  with  his  good  fortune. 

"Yes,  you  can,"  replies  his  benefactor,  "in  this  way:  I  trans- 
fer your  debt  to  me  to  any  and  all  the  poor  it  may  be  in  your  power 
to  help." 

That  is  the  way  Christianity  transfers  the  indebtedness  to  those 
who  come  into  the  possession  of  its  royal  treasures.  Paul  was 
vastly  indebted  to  the  Gospel,  and  the  Gospel  was  transferring  the 
debt  to  those  who  most  needed  it;  that  places  him  in  debt  to  the 
Greeks  and  barbarians. 

We  see,  then,  where  the  Gospel  puts  this  whole  question  of  mis- 
sionary work —  on  the  ground  of  a  just  debt.  Verily,  the  work  of 
missions  appeals  to  our  benevolence  and  our  compassion  for  those 
in  darkness.  But  it  does  more  than  this :  it  appeals  to  our  honor, 
to  our  sense  of  right,  in  paying  what  we  owe.  Every  man  who  is 
richer  and  happier,  because  it  is  a  power  for  civilization  and  com- 
fort around  him,  as  well  as  every  man  who  acknowledges  himself 
blessed  and  enriched  by  its  spiritual  influences,  owes  it  to  the 
heathen  as  a  matter  of  justice  and  right,  to  do  all  he  can  to  give 
them  the  Gospel. 

Take  a  man  of  average  intelligence  and  culture,  brought  up  in 
the  midst  of  Christian  influences,  of  churches  and  schools  and  civ- 
ilized homes,  place  him  beside  an  average  Indian,  or  Chinaman,  or 
African,  and  what  makes  the  difference?  To  what  is  the  one 
indebted  for  his  superiority  ?  To  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  whose 
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influence  through  eighteen  centuries  has  permeated  civilization 
and  government,  education,  art  and  literature,  until  its  impression 
is  upon  our  books,  pictures,  architecture,  music  and  statuary, 
upon  all  manners  and  customs  of  society;  so  that  a  man  can  no 
more  say  that  he  is  independent  of  the  influences  which  the  Gos- 
pel has  created  and  directed,  than  he  can  say  he  is  independent 
of  the  air  he  breathes. 

Our  missionary  societies  have  been  crying  out  the  past  year  or 
two  under  a  burden  of  debt;  and  the  papers  and  magazines  have 
been  filled  with  the  doleful,  appealing  ci'y,  Debt  —  debt  —  debt  ! 
Then  some  of  the  wise  and  prudent  ones  have  said  "This  is  all 
wrong;  the  societies  have  no  right  to  incur  such  debts;  let  them 
get  out  of  debt,  and  keep  out."  A  little  of  this  may  be  needed  for 
those  who  stand  in  the  watch-tower  that  overlooks  the  great  work 
at  home  and  abroad —  tempted,  by  the  crying  necessity  of  perishing 
thousands,  to  draw  upon  the  treasury  of  the  Church  faster  than  she 
is  willing  to  pay.  But  do  the  churches  and  Christians  of  this  day 
understand  that  there  is  a  debt,  a  just  and  righteous  debt,  which 
they  can  never  liquidate  at  the  present  rate  of  installments  offered  ? 
We  give  a  trifle  to  missions,  and  call  it  benevolence.  Is  it  not  about 
time  to  drop  the  term  '•benevolence,"  until  the  debt  is  paid? — that 
debt  which  will  not  be  paid  until  Jesus  Christ  is  faithfully  preached 
in  every  abode  of  men  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

So  much  to  do  at  home !  Not  right  to  spend  so  much  abroad, 
while  there  are  so,  many  not  much  better  than  heathen  at  home. 
The  churches  of  America  are  spending  three  per  cent  of  all  they 
spend  for  religious  purposes  for  foreign  missions.  How  long  will 
it  take  to  pay  the  debt  we  owe  heathenism  at  the  rate  of  three  per 
cent  worth  of  Gospel  to  them,  and  ninety-seven  per  cent  worth  to 
ourselves  ?  —  Tlic  Pacific. 


MISSION  CIRCLES  AT  HOME 

BY  MRS.  J.  N.  ADAM. 
[Given  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Haven  Branch.] 
We  are  all  agreed  that  in  order  to  carry  on  this  woman's  work 
in  aid  of  foreign  missions,  we  must  interest  the  young,  and  pre- 
pare them  to  take  our  places.  Much  has  already  been  said  and 
written  on  how  to  do  this,  but  a  few  more  thoughts  on  the  same 
subject  may  perhaps  find  a  place  here,  and  be  new  to  some.  I 
would  especially  speak  to  mothers  and  Sabbath  School  teachers. 
Yours  it  is  to  sow  the  seed,  and  you  have  abundant  opportunity,  if 


282 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


you  do  it  in  the  right  way.  Is  it  not  true  that  many  of  our  young 
people  and  children  have  a  distaste  for  the  words  "  Missionary 
Society  "  and  "Missionary  Meeting"?  They  mean  something  dry 
and  uninteresting,  if  not  stupid,  they  think.  Xow  you  know  dif- 
ferently. You  must  first,  then,  disabuse  your  children's  mind  of 
this  wrong  impression;  not  by  lecturing  them  on  the  "good  of 
missions,"  but  by  going  home  from  your  missionary  meetings 
with  the  glow  of  your  zeal  and  interest  visible  in  your  face  and 
manner,  and  then  tell  over  in  your  children's  hearing  whatever 
has  been  good  or  thrilling  that  you  have  heard.  We  all  know  how 
the  children  come  to  us  in  the  long  winter  evenings,  or  in  the 
rambles  in  the  fields  and  woods  in  summer,  and  say,  "Tell  us  a 
story,  do  tell  us  a  story;"  and,  often,  "Tell  us  a  true  story." 

And  how  often  have  we  all  racked  our  brains  to  bring  up  from 
forgotten  corners  the  stories  we  have  read  or  heard  in  our  own 
childhood.  Now,  can  you  not  find  many  good  and  true  stories 
about  missionaries,  and  their  lives  and  adventures,  when  you  are 
assailed  with  these  entreaties  ?  I  need  not  cite  examples  here,  but. 
by  a  little  research,  you  can  find  many  incidents  in  the  lives  of  our 
missionaries  that  would  delight  the  boys  as  much  as  tales  of  hun- 
ters and  trappers  and  Indians,  and  the  same  for  the  girls.  And 
if  the  girls  are  older,  and  begin  to  want  some  romance  mixed  up 
with  their  stories,  there  is  much  romance  in  missions.  Has  Miss 
West  not  given  us  a  book  full  of  the  "  Romance  of  Missions  "  ? 
For  the  younger  children,  you  can  always  win  their  attention  with 
the  old  beginning,  "  Once  on  a  time,"  and  go  on  to  tell  that  once  on 
a  time  there  was  a  little  girl  who  lived  in  Turkey,  and  she  could 
not  read  at  all,  and  her  mother  couldn't  read,  and  so  on;  or,  "  Once 
there  was  a  little  girl  lived  in  India,  and  she  was  married  to  an  old 
man  whom  she  didn't  like,"  and  so  on.  You  can  find  such  stories 
in  most  of  the  letters  of  our  missionary  ladies. 

Then  again,  if  a  missionary  letter  comes  to  your  society  which 
has  anything  bright  or  touching  in  it,  think  of  some  one  who  can- 
not go  to  your  meeting  to  hear  it  read,  and  send  your  Utile  girl  to 
read  it  to  her,  or  ask  your  elder  daughter  to  copy  the  letter,  that 
you  may  send  it. 

If  your  own  children  are  already  interested,  and  are  carefully 
saving  their  pennies  for  the  heathen,  you  may,  in  a  simple  way, 
reach  some  of  your  neighbors'  children  who  are  not  taught  any  of 
these  things.  They  come  into  your  house,  perhaps,  on  a  rainy 
afternoon,  to  play  with  your  children ;  and  by-and-by  their  games 
become  rather  noisy  and  uproarious ;  so,  to  quiet  them,  you  say. 
"Come,  children,  come  sit  down  beside  me,  and  Til  tell  you  a 
story ; "  and  let  it  be  something  you  have  read  or  heard  at  your 
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missionary  meeting.  Some  weeks  ago  I  told  a  little  niece,  only 
seven  years  old,  some  of  the  things  Dr.  Jessup  had  related  to  an 
audience  of  grown-up  ladies;  and  she  was  so  much  interested,  that 
almost  every  time  I  have  seen  her  since  she  meets  me  with  the 
demand,  "Auntie,  can't  you  tell  me  some  more  stories  about  the 
children  in  Turkey,  and  about  the  missionaries?  "  In  many  such 
small  ways  can  the  seed  be  sown.  Is  not  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
likened  to  a  grain  of  mustard-seed,  the  smallest  of  all  seeds?  We 
cannot  tell  into  what  great  things  small  efforts  may  grow. 

But,  to  take  another  and  deeper  method  of  interesting  the  young 
on  this  subject,  taking  care  always  not  to  repel  them  by  dry  dis- 
courses, but,  as  opportunity  offers  in  Sunday  School  and  home 
Bible  instruction,  try  to  awaken  in  their  minds  the  question  of  the 
ultimate  fate  of  the  heathen  without  a  knowledge  of  Christ.  You 
will  doubtless  be  met  with  the  question,  "  But  are  the  poor  heathen 
really  lost  because  they  did  not  know  of  Jesus  Christ,  when  no  one 
went  to  tell  them  ?  "  and  you  must  answer,  unflinchingly,  "  There 
is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we 
must  be  saved."  Then  their  sympathies  will  be  aroused,  and  you 
must  show  them  that  Jesus  has  given  to  us,  His  disciples,  the  work 
of  carrying  the  saving  news  to  the  dying  among  men.  Show  to 
your  children,  as  their  minds  unfold,  that  it  is  not  only  their  duty 
to  obey  Christ's  command,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature,"  but  it  ought  also  to  be  their  great 
joy  to  have  a  share  in  carrying  out  that  command.  And  when  you 
have  the  happiness  of  seeing  your  children  give  themselves  to 
Christ,  and  enter  His  service,  teach  them  then,  when  their  hearts 
are  warm  and  tender  with  the  new-found  love  to  their  Saviour, 
that  He  is  also  the  Saviour  of  the  heathen.  Tell  them  that  they 
can  practically  show  their  love  to  Jesus  by  taking  part  in  the  great 
work  of  evangelizing  the  world. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  most  efficient  workers  in  the  mission- 
ary cause,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  are  those  who  were  first 
interested  hi  their  youth.  The  ladies  who  are  most  active  iu 
promoting  these  meetings  and  take  part  in  them,  have  nearly  all 
had  their  sympathies  for  the  cause  awakened  in  their  girlhood. 
Either  they  knew  Dr.  Scudder,  Dr.  Goodell  or  Dr.  Lindley  or  one 
or  other  of  these  good  missionary  fathers,  who  have  in  their  clay 
planted  so  much  seed  that  is  now  bringing  forth  fruit;  or  they 
graduated  at  Mt.  Holyoke,  that  nursery  of  so  many  choice  and 
fruitful .  vines ;  or  they  had  school  friends  who  were  missionary 
children :  or,  sometimes,  it  is  just  because  their  fathers  and 
mothers  and  grandmothers  loved  the  heathen  in  dark  lands  and 
the  missionaries  who  go  to  live  amongst  them. 
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One  of  my  very  earliest  recollections  is  of  one  day  going  round  my 
grandmother's  room,  and,  as  children  are  wont  to  do.  pointing  to 
everything,  and  asking,  "What  is  that?  "  and  to  the  pictures,  "Who 
s  that?"  or  "  What  is  it  about?"  and  I  came  to  a  little  engraving, 
a  portrait,  simply  framed,  and  asked  as  before,  "Who  is  that?" 
The  answer  was,  "Robert  Moffat,  the  missionary."  The  next 
question,  of  course,  was,  "What  is  a  missionary  ?"  and  though  I 
could  not  have  been  more  than  five  years  old  at  the  time,  I  can 
still  see  my  dear  Scotch  grandmother  looking  with  admiring  and 
affectionate  eyes  at  the  portrait  of  Robert  Moffat,  as  she  told  me 
how  he  had  gone  to  Africa,  to  teach  the  people  there  the  way  to 
heaven. 

These  impressions  made  in  childhood  are  lasting.  Do  not  let 
the  time  go  past  unimproved,  but  use  it  when  your  children  are 
young,  and  teach  them  to  extend  their  sympathies  all  over  the  world. 


MAY  MEETING. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board,  held  in  Mt.  Yer- 
non  Church,  Boston,  May  29th,  was  one  of  special  interest.  The 
bright  skies  and  cool,  bracing  air  brought  out  a  large  number  of 
ladies,  who  completely  filled  the  church,  notwithstanding  an  un- 
fortunate mistake  in  the  newspaper  notice,  which  gave  the  hour 
as  three  in  the  afternoon,  bringing  many  disappointed  ones  together 
at  that  hour. 

The  meeting  opened  with  the  usual  devotional  exercises  and  re- 
ports—  the  sum  total  of  the  treasury  receipts,  since  January  1st, 
being  given  as  $32,020.64.  The  first  address  was  by  Mrs.  Bart- 
lett,  of  Cesarea,  who  gave  a  graphic  account  of  the  work  in  that 
city  and  in  Talas,  dwelling  particularly  on  the  girls'  school  in  the 
latter  place.  To  make  what  had  been  accomplished  definite  and 
real  to  the  audience,  she  traced  the  history  of  one  girl  —  who  she 
said  was  one  of  many  —  from  the  time  she  was  taken  from  her 
wretched  home  in  all  her  degradation  through  the  successive  steps 
of  advancement  till  she  became  what  she  is  at  present,  a  bright,  ac- 
tive, earnest  Christian  teacher,  beloved  by  all  her  pupils,  and  a 
great  power  for  good  in  her  village  home.  Another  instance  was 
given  of  a  young  girl  who  was  considered  almost  hopeless,  in  her 
wild  ignorance,  when  she  entered  the  school,  but  who  became  a 
gentle,  lovely  Christian,  and  died  a  triumphant  death. 

The  president  then  spoke  of  a  meeting  held  in  Mt.  Yernon 
Church  just  seven  years  before,  when  friends  gathered  to  say  fare- 
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well  to  Mrs.  Tomson,  who  was  then  to  leave  for  the  Constanti- 
nople Home,  and  who  was  now  in  the  audience;  and  after  alluding 
feelingly  to  those  who  were  present  then,  who  had  since  fin- 
ished their  earthly  service,  she  announced  that,  in  answer  to  special 
prayer,  the  home  and  other  fields  were  soon  to  be  re-inforced  by 
five  young  ladies  who  were  present.  These  were  Miss  Clara  Ham- 
lin, Miss  Hattie  Parsons,  who  were  to  go  to  the  Constantinople 
Home;  Miss  Grace  Bingham  to  Aintab;  Miss  Emily  Wheeler  to 
Harpoot;  and  Miss  Anna  Y.  Davis  to  Japan.  Miss  Cornelia  Wil- 
liams is  also  to  go  to  Constantinople,  but  was  unavoidably  de- 
tained from  the  meeting.  After  the  singing  of  the  "Missionary's 
Call,"  by  a  quartette  of  ladies,  the  young  ladies  were  introduced, 
one  by  one ;  and  as  each  spoke  simply  of  how  she  had  Jbeen  led  in 
her  particular  way  to  the  common  ground  on  which  they  all  met 
that  day,  every  heart  in  the  audience  was  deeply  moved,  and  many 
eyes  were  filled  with  tears.  This  was  followed  by  a  consecration 
hymn,  beautifully  rendered  by  Miss  Susie  C.  Gould. 

Mrs.  Tomson  then  spoke  of  the  seven  years  which  had  inter- 
vened since  she  had  stood  in  that  place.  Then,  the  Constantinople 
Home  was  an  experiment.  It  was  not  strictly  in  the  line  of  mis- 
sionary work,  though  it  was  an  outgrowth  from  it.  None  knew 
what  it  would  accomplish,  or  whether  it  would  attain  the  end  for 
which  it  was  designed;  but  it  had  triumphantly  proved  its  right  to 
existence,  and  had  succeeded  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions of  its  friends.  In  closing,  Mrs.  Tomson  extended  a  cordial 
welcome  to  the  young  ladies  just  entering  upon  missionary  life, 
and  gave  them  a  hearty  God-speed  to  their  various  fields. 

The  closing  address  was  by  Mrs.  Schneider,  who  spoke  particu- 
larly to  the  young  lady  missionaries,  some  of  whose  parents  had 
been  her  friends  and  companions,  and  whose  future  labors  lay 
among  scenes  in  which  her  life  work  had  been  done.  Her  moth- 
erly charge,  which  was  most  impressive  and  fitting,  was  followed  by 
a  prayer  of  consecration,  offered  by  Miss  Borden,  of  Fall  River; 
and  the  Doxology  closed  a  meeting  which  was  of  rare  and  peculiar 
interest. 


WHICH  SHALL  I  CHOOSE? 

I  know  not  what  to  choose;  whether  to  live 
A  little  longer  here,  or  to  depart. 
That  would  be  sweet — to  be  at  rest,  to  toil 
No  more,  no  more  feel  pain,  to  have  no  griefs, 
No  anxious  fears  —  nor  for  myself  nor  others; 
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That  would  be  sweet:  and  sweeter  still  to  have 

No  more  of  sin,  affection  or  desire, 

But  to  be  near,  —  and  feel  that  nearness, —  near 

Unto  my  Lord;  to  have  a  thrilling  sense 

Of  blessedness,  the  certainty  of  joy 

At  hand  yet  greater— safe,  forever  safe: 

A  moment  since,  by  cruel  foes  pursued — 

Now,  nestling  'neath  the  everlasting  wings, 

Conscious  and  glad  of  their  most  tender  shade: 

So  to  be  resting  would  be  sweet.    And  yet, 

To  live  for  Christ  —  to  live  to  do  His  pleasure, 

In  His  strength  to  run  the  race,  or  wrestle ; 

To  fight  the  fight,  clad  in  His  panoply, 

Knowing  that  He  looks  on,  the  while,  and  smiles  — 

******** 

By  love  unfathomable  ever  moved 

To  go  and  tell  to  others  of  His  grace, 

The  riches  of  His  wisdom,  and  His  truth  — 

The  bliss  unutterable  of  the  life 

That  is  in  Him  :  to  win  them  —  as  they  lie 

Wallowing  in  sin,  or  dead  in  trespasses  — 

To  wake,  and  rise,  and  see  His  glorious  light, 

And  come  to  Him,  and  bathe  themselves  anew 

In  the  all-healing  fountain  of  His  blood, 

And  so  be  clean,  and  whiter  than  the  snow, 

And  clothed  with  Him  —  the  Righteousness  of  saints:  — 

Surely,  a  life  so  spent  is  blessedness, 

And  all  too  little  to  repay  His  love  — 

The  love  of  His  most  costly  sacrifice. 

Which  shall  I  choose  —  living,  to  live  to  Christ, 

Or,  dying,  die  to  Him  —  which  shall  I  choose? 


MRS.  BEXJAMIX  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


H.  H.  Selwykh. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD   OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  May  18  to  June  18,  1879. 


Maine  Branch. —  Mrs.  Wood- 
bury S.  Dana,  Treas.  Deer- 
ing  Aux.,  £16.50;  Biddeford, 
Pavilion  Ch.,  const.  L.  M. 


K_INE. 


Mrs.  Jabez  Smith.  $25;  Sec- 
ond Ch  ,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  (J  R.  Merrill,  $34; 
( ;  ray,  Aux.,  $5 ;  Foxcrof  t  and 
Dover,  Aux.,  S33.6G;  Booth- 
bay,  Aux.,  $5;  Phipsburg, 


RECEIPTS. 


287 


Mrs.  H.  S.  Loring,  $2;  "Hum- 
ming Birds,"  $2;  Hampden, 
Aux., $37;  Wells, Second Ch., 
Aux.,  $30;  West  Falmouth, 
Second  Uh.,  Aux.,  $8.50  So. 
Freeport,  Aux.,  $34.10  ;"Sno\v 
Birds,"  $12.50;  Kennebunk, 
Cong.  Ch.,  Miss  Dorman,  $5, 
Gorham, Aux.,  $8;  Rockland, 
"Goldeu  Sands,"  $5;  East- 
port,  Ladies  of  Central  Ch., 
$20;  New  Castle,  Aux.,  $12; 
Norridgewalk,  Aux.,  $3;  Bel- 
fast, Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Johnson,  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Noyes,  $46; 
Hallowell,  Aux.,  $25;  Frye- 
burg,  Aux.,  $6;  Gorham, "Lit- 
tle Neighbors,''  $3.90;  Water- 
ville,  Aux.,  $15;  Portland, 
Aux.,  State  St.  Ch.,  $101.59; 
"Little  Girls'  Circle,"  $7.82; 
High  St.  Ch.,  "Mission  Cir- 
cle," $100;  Mrs.  Fenn's  S.  S. 
CI.,  $30;  Second  Parish  "Mis- 
sion Circle,"  $35.59;  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  $25,  $694  1G 


Total, 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


$094  16 


New  Hampshire  Branch.— Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas. 
Hopkinton,  "Cheerful  Work- 
ers," $24;  Littleton,  Aux., 
$18;  Meredith  Village,  Aux., 
$14;  S.  S.  CI.  Young  Ladies, 
$7;  Newport,  "  Workers," 
$75;  Portsmouth,  "Rogers 
Circle,"  $40;  Tam  worth, 
Mrs.  Davis,  thank-offering, 
$5,  $183  00 

Bennington.  —  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Holmes,  $3 ,  Mrs.  P.  F.  Burn- 
ham,  $2,  5  00 


Total, 


Fern.  Dep.  Armenia  College. 


00 


New    Hampshire    Branch.  — 
Troy  Aux.,  $18  75 


VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Geo. 
H.  Fox,  Treas.  Milton,  Aux., 
$18;  Georgia,  Aux.,  $5;  Cov- 
entry, Aux.,  $17.37;  Mclndoes 
Falls,  Aux.,  $10;  St.  Johns- 
burv,  a  friend,  $2;  So.  Ch., 
$30.16;  JCo.  Ch.,  $40.69;  "  Be- 
nevolent Circle,"  $30;  East 
Hardwick,  Aux.,  $G;  Cam- 
bridge, Aux.,  S7.G0;  "Merry 
Workers,"  $20;  Newbury, 
"Beacon    Lights,"  $10.71; 


Springfield,  Aux.,  $23;  Rut- 
land, prev.  contri.  by  Mrs. 
Reddington,  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
Merrill,  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Mary  Sheldon,  $9.19;  Aux., 
$6.40;  Westminster,  Aux., 
$17;  West  Westminster,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Abby  M. 
Reynolds,  $25;  "Mission  Cir- 
cle," $2;  East  Corinth,  Aux., 
$11;  Waitsfield,  Aux  ,  $4.25; 
Hartford,  Aux.,  $12.25;  Nor- 
wich, Aux.,  $5.50;  Rochester, 
Aux.,  $12;  "  Westford  Work- 
ers," $6.25.  Expenses,  $30. 
Balance,  $300  83 

North  Clarendon. — Mrs.  Wm. 
D.  Marsh,  const.  L.  M's  Mrs. 
Louisa  Southard,  Mrs.  Mary 
B.  Olive,  Nebraska  City, 
Neb. ;  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Morse, 
Miss  Angie  Gilbert  Dorset,    100  00 

Williston.—  "Cheerful  Givers,"   11  00 


Total, 


$411  83 


Massachusetts; 


Berkshire  Branch.— Mrs.  S.  N. 
Russell,  Treas.  Pittsfield, 
First  Ch.,  $42.57;  "Snow 
Flakes,"  $5;  Hinsdale,  Aux., 
$18.56;  Stockbridge,  Aux., 
$31, 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.  —  Miss 
Lucy  A.  Sparhawk,  Treas. 
So.  Deerfield,  Aux.,  $17.03; 
Conway,  Aux.,  $10;  Bernard- 
ston,  Aux.,  $5;  Coleraine, 
Aux.,  $3;  Sunderland,  Aux., 
$10;  "Wayside  Gleaners," 
$17.40;  "Busy  Bees,"  $5; 
Greenfield,  Aux.,  $3.54  /'Mis- 
sion Circle,"  $20;  Shelburno 
Falls,  Aux.,  $45.32, 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Treas. 
Northampton,  Edwards  Ch., 
Aux.,  $87.63;  Greenwich, 
Aux.,  $20, 

Lancaster.  —  Miss  Carrie  A. 
Litchfield, 

Merrimac. — Aux., 

Middlesex  Branch. — Mrs.  E.  H. 
Warren,  Treas.  So.  Fram- 
ingharo,  Aux.,  $30:  Ashland, 
Ladies'  Prayer  Meeting, 
$4.50;  Framingham,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $50  const.  L.  M's  Mis. 
E.  B.  Mann,  Mrs.  Marv  B. 
Temple,  $60;  Holliston,  Aux., 
$40;  Marlboro,  Aux  ,  $25, 
New  Bedford.— Aux., 

Norfolk  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
Franklin  Shaw  .Treas.  Brock- 
ton, Aux.,  $50;  Rockland, 
"  Mission  Band,"  $50, 

Orleans.— Aux., 

Sandwich.— Aux.,  $7 ;  "Mission 
Circle,"  $5, 


$97  13 


136  29 


107  63 


1  40 

50  00 


159  50 
200  00 


100  00 
7  00 


12  00 
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South  Essex  Branch. — Miss  H. 
K.  Osgood,  Treas.  Lynn,  No. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $10;  Gloucester, 
Aux.,  $27;  Topstield,  Aax., 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Clara  Ellen 
Perkins,  $25;  So.  Peahodv, 
"  Do  What  We  Can  Circle;" 
$5;  Dan  vers  Centre,  Aux., 
$10;  Lynn,  Central  Ch.,  Aux., 
$7;  Middleton,  "Fragment 
Gatherers,"$10 ;  Manchester, 
Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  G-. 
L.  Gleason.  $20  26,  120  26 

Springfield  Branch.-Misa.  H.T. 
Buckingham, Treas.  Spring- 
field  First  Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  hy 
Miss  Mary  Brewer,  const. 
L.M.  Mrs  Edward  Terhume, 
$50;  by  Mrs.  Dr.  P.  Smith, 
const.  "L.  M's  Miss  Chrissie 
Terhume,  Miss  Lois  Bliss, 
§176.22;  Circle  No.  5,  $2.42; 
Munson,  Aux.,  S40;  Ludlow, 
Aux.,  §39;  Chkopee,  Third 
Ch.,  $15.47;  "  Busy  Bees," 
$4.25,  277  36 

Suffolk  Branch.  —  Miss  Myra 
B.  Child,  Treas.  Boston,  Mrs. 
M.  H.  Baldwin,  $5;  Mrs. 
Wetherbee,  $1 ;  Mr.  A.J.  Lov- 
ett,  $1;  Robbie  Lovett,  .50; 
Emmie  Lovett,  .50;  Mt.  Ver- 
non Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  E.  K.  Alden,  const.L.M., 

 $33.  Park  St.Ch.,of  wh. 

$25  by  Mrs.  Ezra  Farnsworth, 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Helen  G. 
Farnsworth,  $25  by  Mrs.  Jo- 
siah  B.  Hager,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Emdy  S.  Hartwell,  Chi- 
na, $50,  by  their  grandpa- 
rents, const.  L.  M's  Edith 
Mary  Knight,  Ethel  Elvira 
Knight,  $G18;  "  Echo  Band," 
$7n;  Highlands,  Eliot  Ch., 
Aux.,  $5;  Immanuel  Ch., 
Aux.,  $10.71;  Chailestown, 
Winthrop  Ch.,  $20;  Boston, 
Berkeley  St.  Ch.,  Ladies,  $5; 
"Lamplighters,"  $2;  Central 
Ch.,  a  friend,  in  memoriam, 
95;  Fair,  add  l,  $2.15;  Old  So. 
Ch.,  Fanny  Bett's  mite-box, 
$3;  Highlands,  Highland  Ch., 
$58;  Dorchester,  Second  Ch., 
S.  S.,  $26;  Brookline,  "Little 
Women's  Aux.,"  $30;  New- 
ton Centre,  Aux., $2;  Newton 
Upper  Falls,  Miss  R.  R.Ward, 
$10.40,  926  26 

WeHfteet.—Aux.,  4  00 

Wilmington. — "  Snow  Birds,"     13  21 

Wobum  Conf.  Branch.—  Mrs. 
N.  W.  C.  Holt,  Treas.  Med- 
ford,  Mystic  Ch.,  Aux.,  $230; 
"  McCollom,  Mission  Circle," 
$70;  "Silver  Bells,"  $12.50; 
"  Mission  Knights,"  $12.50; 
Lexington,  "Hancock  Mis- 
sion Circle,"   $5;  Maiden, 


"Star  Mission  Circle,"  $40; 
Billerica,    "  Willing  Work- 
ers," $15;  "  Woburn  Work- 
ers," $20,  405  00 
Yarmouth.— Aux.,  4  75 


Total,       $2,621  79 


CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.—  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.  Nor- 
wich, "  Zenana  Band,"  S10; 
Second  Ch.,  $15;  "Thistle- 
down," $70;  "Mignonette 
Seed,"  $8;  Mystic  Bridge, 
Aux.,  $5;  Plainfield,  "Buds 
of  Promise,"  $15;  Green- 
ville, Aux.,  $25;  "Girls"  Cen- 
tennial," of  wh.  $25  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Clara  Stanton,  $45; 
"  Little  Workers,"  $15,         $208  00 

Greenwich.  —  "  Bearers  of 
Light,"  30  00 

Hartford  Branch.— Airs.  Chas. 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.  Windsor, 
Aux.,  $34;  "  Mission  Circle," 
$50;  East  Hartford,  Aux., 
$20;  Unionville,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Smith,  $60;  Plainville, 
"  Treasure  Seekers,"  $20,       184  00 

New  Canaan.— Cong.  S.  S.,        40  00 


Total, 


$462  00 


SEW  YORK. 

Albany. — "Morning  Star  Mis- 
sion Circle,"  $40  00 

Borne.— X  few  little  girls,  for 
Harpoot,  $30  00 


Total,  $70  00 

OHIO. 

Bellaire.—Mr.  C.  Tallman,  $20  50 

Total,  $20  50 

INDIANA. 

Lowell.— Mrs.  E.  N.  Morey,  $5  CO 

Total,  $5  00 

General  Funds,  $4,473  28 
Fern.  Dep.  Armenia  College,      18  75 

Life  ani>  Light,  257  81 

WeeKly  Pledge,  3  91 

Leaflets,  74 

Total,  $i^5i  49 

Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Ass't  Treas. 


TURKEY. 
FRUITS  MEET  FOR  REPENTANCE. 

BY  MISS  CORINNA  SHATTUCK. 

Pn  a  village  near  Antioch  we  found  a  young  man  who,  two 
years  ago,  left  his  home  a  reckless  fellow,  neither  knowing  nor  car- 
ing to  know  the  truth  as  revealed  in  the  Scriptures.  While  in 
pursuit  of  employment  he  fell  in  with  earnest  Christians  who  read 
the  Bible  much  in  the  family.  From  indifferent  listening,  he  grew 
so  interested  as  to  learn  to  read  himself ;  and  at  length  he  became 
an  earnest  Christian.  On  his  return  home,  his  widowed  mother 
was  so  angry  as  to  persecute  him  daily,  though  pecuniarily  de- 
pendent upon  him,  and,  therefore,  unable  to  cast  him  out  of  the 
house. 

A  neighbor  told  of  this  young  man's  coming  to  hjm  and  asking 
if  he  remembered  having  his  hens  stolen  one  at  a  time,  some  three 
years  before. 

,  "  Yes,  I  remember  well,"  was  the  reply ;  "  but  I  have  never  been 
able  to  find  the  thief." 

"I  was  the  guilty  one,  though  you  probably  little  suspected  it; 
and  I  have  come  to  settle  the  bill  with  you,"  said  the  young  man. 

The  neighbor  himself  having  recently  become  a  true  Christian, 
was  only  too  happy  to  accept  the  confession,  and  freely  forgive  the 
offense. 

In  the  same  spirit  he  went  to  a  different  kind  of  a  man,  a  hard, 
persecuting  Armenian,  and  confessed  stealing  from  him  an  ear- 
jewel,  about  two  years  before.  A  full  lira  being  demanded  as  its 
value,  the  poor  man  paid  it  cheerfully.  In  the  midst  of  trials  he  is 
living  a  life  that  tells  on  those  who  formerly  knew  him ;  yet  he  is 
very  humble  and  unassuming. 

Another  man  in  the  same  village  was  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
Armenian  Church,  and  was,  in  every  way,  highly  honored  of 
his  people.  His  son  becoming  convinced  of  the  truth,  tried  to 
persuade  the  father.  The  latter,  on  reading  the  Scriptures,  saw 
himself  in  error,  and  suddenly,  though  quietly,  dropped  the  use 
of  liquor,  which  he  had  used  himself  and  freely  offered  to  his 
guests.    Soon  afterward  he  said  to  his  son:  — 

"  I  know  our  church  is  all  wrong,  but  I  cannot  change  my  rela- 
tions at  this  late  time  in  life,  and  in  my  position,  too!" 
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"  But  how  can  you  worship  witli  them  in  error?  "  asked  the  son. 

"I  will  from  my  secret  heart  worship  God,  even  there." 

"  But  it  is  hypocrisy,  and  not  right  in  God's  sight.  Let  us 
examine  the  Word  on  this  one  point." 

The  father  was  soon  convinced,  gave  up  his  hooks,  lost  his  office, 
openly  avowed  himself  a  Protestant,  and  soon  hecame  a  church- 
member. 

We  called  recently  on  a  young  woman  who,  in  answer  to  our 
inquiry  for  her  mother,  said,  "She  has  gone  to  hath."  Next  day 
the  mother  being  at  prayer-meeting,  said :  — 

"  My  daughter  told  you  yesterday  that  I  was  gone  to  bath  ;  but  I 
was  not.  I  was  out  washing.  She  was  ashamed  to  say  that,  but 
/am  more  ashamed  of  her  lie." 

"  The  one  is  soap  and  water,  and  so  is  the  other,"  remarked  a 
woman  near  by. 

"But,"  replied  another,  "the  Lord  looks  at  the  motive;  her  mo- 
tive was  to  deceive,  and,  therefore,  wrong." 

"Yes,"  said  another,  "I  used  to  tell  people  who  came  to  borrow 
of  me,  '  I  haven't  it; '  when  I  did  not  wish  to  lend.  Now  my  con- 
science will  not  let  me  do  so,  and  I  say  frankly,  '  I  have  it,  but 
cannot  give  it.'  " 

A  Christian  woman,  whose  husband  had  become  a  Moslem,  fled 
from  him  with  her  four  children,  the  eldest  about  thirteen  years, 
of  age.  Being  destitute  of  everything  except  the  clothing  they 
wore,  she  had  a  hard  struggle  against  extreme  poverty.  Either 
during»the  first  or  second  year  of  her  self-support,  her  pastor  told 
me  the  following  incident:  — 

The  church  treasurer  was  soliciting  yearly  subscriptions  for 
support  of  preaching,  but  knowing  her  condition  asked  nothing  of 
her.    At  length,  going  to  him,  she  said:  — 

"  Why  have  you  not  been  to  me?" 

"  I  thought  you  needy  of  our  help,  and  so  could  not  think  of 
asking  of  you  a  contribution  for  church  purposes." 

"  But  I  must  give  something;  I  cannot  take  it  all  freely." 

"  Very  well,  as  you  like.  How  much  shall  I  write  against  your 
name?  " 

"Nine  piasters  I  will  surely  give,  and  more  if  I  can." 

She  brought  sometimes  five  paras,  sometimes  ten,  sometimes 
twenty ;  but  never  more  than  that  at  one  time ;  for  she  had  very 
little  money  pass  through  her  hands.  [There  are  forty  paras  in  a 
piaster,  and  a  piaster  is  four  and  one-half  cents.] 

At  length  the  treasurer  said  to  her:  "  You  must  have  paid  your 
nine  piasters;  let  me  add  up  and  see.  Yes,  you  need  not  bring 
more;  your  promise  is  fulfilled." 
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"But  I  said  1  would  give  more  if  I  could;  so  I  shall,  if  the  Lord 
gives  it  to  me." 

Aud  she  kept  on,  till,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  she  had  paid  forty- 
nine  piasters— all  of  it  earned  by  washing  and  bringing  water,  wood 
and  brush  on  her  back,  from  the  mountains,  allowing  her  oldest 
girl  to  attend  school  during  term-time,  also.  So  much  did  this 
woman  prize  the  preached  Word.  She  has  this  year  removed  to 
Aintab,  to  do  the  washing  in  the  college,  and  give  her  children 
better  educational  advantages. 


AMONG  THE  VILLAGES  ABOUT  MARASH. 

BY  MRS.  J.   L.    COFFING.  1 

In  the  April  number  of  our  magazine,  allusion  was  made  to  a 
long  tour  which  Mrs.  Coffing  intended  making.  We  give  below  an 
account  of  part  of  this  tour,  reserving  the  rest  of  the  story  for  a 
future  number: — 

"  We  left  Marash  Wednesday,  Jan.  8th,  with  a  bright  sun  over 
our  heads,  and  traveling  six  hours  on  a  very  muddy,  hilly  road, 
spent  the  night  in  a  house  so  small  that  our  horses  had  to  stand 
head  to  tail  in  order  to  be  under  shelter.  At  six  the  next  morning 
we  resumed  our  journey.  It  was  then  raining,  and  for  eleven 
hours  neither  we  nor  the  rain  stopped.  Then  our  'eyes  were 
brightened'  by  the  sight  of  a  solitary  roof  on  the  mountain-side 
—  a  khan,  which  a  Turk  had  built,  hoping  thereby  to  wash  away 
some  of  his  sins.  We  rode  in  under  the  roof;  and  as  our  horses' 
feet  went  splash  in  the  slough,  away  flew  our  hopes  of  a  shelter 
from  the  rain.  The  dirt  roof  had  not  been  rolled,  consequently  it 
had  become  soft;  and,  judging  from  the  quantity  of  water  coming 
through,  it  might  have  been  designed  for  a  filter  rather  than  a 
roof.  The  house  was  built  into  the  hill,  and  so  had  one  side  fully 
closed ;  but  the  ends  were  built  up  only  about  half  way,  and  the 
front  had  but  a  few  layers  of  stone.  However,  there  were  plenty  of 
trees  near,  and  with  the  help  of  an  axe  we  presently  had  a  blazing 
fire  in  the  middle  of  one  end  of  the  building  (no  matter  where 
the  smoke  went),  and  a  warm  supper  was  soon  ready.  Then  our 
iron  bedsteads  were  put  upj  and  throwing  ourselves  on  them,  with 
rubber  blankets  over  us,  we  bade  defiance  to  the  rain,  and  went  to 
sleep.  The  next  day,  as  we  were  intending  to  go  only  about  six 
hours,  we  did  not  start  until  eight  o'clock.  Soon  after,  the  sun  came 
out  bright  and  warm,  so  that  on  reaching  our  stopping-place,  we 
opened  our  loads  and  dried  our  things,  and  had  our  dinner  in  the 
open  air,  picnic  fashion.  Seven  hours'  ride  on  Saturday  brought 
us  to  Pazar,  where  we  spent  the  Sabbath. 
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"A  three  days'  journey  took  us  from  Pazar  to  Hadjin.  As  the 
weather  was  still  open  and  pleasant,  we  decided  to  go  on  to  Shar, 
and  do  our  work  there  before  commencing  here,  for  we  were  fear- 
ful that  a  snow-storm  might  come,  and  so  close  up  the  road  that 
we  should  not  be  able  to  reach  there  at  all.  Arriving  at  Shar 
early  Jan.  18th,  we  received  a  hearty  welcome  from  the  preacher 
and  his  family,  and  within  an  hour  of  our  arrival  we  were  plunged 
into  the  work  —  Mr.  Montgomery,  with  the  preacher  and  delegate 
from  the  Hadjin  church  examining  candidates  for  church  member- 
ship, and  I  talking  with  the  women  and  reading  to  them.  It  was 
with  difficulty  that  we  found  time  to  eat  our  dinner;  and  not  until 
after  nine  in  the  evening  could  we  find  time  to  compare  notes  and 
plan  for  the  mornin#'s  work.  In  the  course  of  the  day  twenty-one 
persons  were  examined,  eleven  of  whom  gave  good  evidence  of 
a  change  of  heart. 

Sabbath  morning,  Mr.  Montgomery  preached  a  sermon  showing 
the  design  of  the  Church,  and  who  should,  according  to  the  New 
Testament,  be  received  into  it.  The  sermon  was  over  an  hour  long, 
but  so  suited  to  the  intellects  and  hearts  of  the  hungry  people,  that 
no  one's  attention  flagged.  In  the  afternoon  the  ten  men  and  one 
woman  were  formally  received  as  a  branch  of  the  Hadjin  church, 
and  their  children  were  baptized.  We  then  commemorated  our 
Lord's  dying  love  with  a  joy  that  the  angels  well  might  covet.  As 
I  saw  the  tears  of  gratitude  coursing  down  the  cheeks  of  those 
Shar  shepherds,  I  was  constantly  reminded  of  those  other  shepherds 
who  went  and  found  "  the  babe  lying  in  a  manger." 

At  noon  I  held  a  separate  service  for  the  women,  at  which  sixty 
were  present ;  while  at  the  morning  service  there  were  fifty,  and  in 
the  afternoon  seventy;  and  the  number  of  men  was  still  larger,  so 
that  the  house  was  uncomfortably  full.  Xow  we  know  that  a  part 
of  these  women  came  only  from  curiosity,  but  many  seemed  anx- 
ious to  hear  the  truth,  in  order  to  test  their  old  forms  and  ceremo- 
nies by  it;  and  some  were  really  hungry,  and  came  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  imbibe  the  milk  of  the  Word,  that  they  might  grow 
thereby. 

"  For  more  than  a  year  we  had  been  obliged  to  leave  those  people 
without  teacher  or  preacher;  but  a  man  was  started  to  them  in 
July,  who,  because  of  the  unsafety  of  the  roads,  was  until  October 
in  reaching  them.  He  had,  during  that  time,  been  unable  to  com- 
municate with  us,  not  even  one  letter  having  reached  Marnsh, 
though  we  had  written  several  to  him.  For  weeks  before  our  visit 
there  all  classes  had  been  coming  together,  listening,  talking  and 
comparing  opinions;  but  we  had  not  heard  a  word  of  it.  Imagine 
our  surprise,  and  pleasure;  for,  on  the  journey,  we  had  seriously 
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asked  the  question  whether  we  could  afford  to  keep  a  preacher  in 
Shar  and  see  no  more  fruit.  While  there,  and  ever  since,  these  words 
have  been  ringing  in  my  ears :  '  The  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind  .... 
the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake  ....  the  Lord  was  not  in  the 
fire  ....  and  after  the  fire,  a  still,  small  voice.' 

"  In  Hadjin  thirty-one  days  were  spent;  and  when  I  tell  you  that 
we  held,  on  five  days  of  the  week,  a  meeting  for  women,  with  an 
audience  of  from  fifty  to  eighty;  two  social  meetings  with  the 
whole  church,  one  with  the  female  members  only;  nine  meetings 
with  the  school  committee;  gave  six  lessons  to  the  English  class; 
had  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  personal  religious  conversations 
with  individuals;  graded  two  hundred  scholars,  classifying  them  in 
five  schools, — you  have  an  outline  of  the  work  of  those  days.  The 
whole  town,  of  twenty  thousand  Armenians,  seems  open  to  the 
Gospel.  I  never  saw  a  people  so  ready  to  do  the  right  thing,  if 
they  only  know  what  the  right  thing  is. 

"Leaving  Hadjin  Wednesday  morning,  for  three  hours  we  fol- 
lowed the  little  river  through  a  narrow  gorge,  and  the  next  four 
hours  climbed  the  side  of  a  very  steep  mountain ;  then  over  and 
down,  one  hour's  ride,  into  a  little  plain;  one  hour  through  this, 
and  we  stopped  for  the  night. 

"At  sunrise  we  were  again  in  the  saddle,  and  going  down  two 
hours  we  reached  a  mountain  stream,  in  the  valley  of  which  our 
eyes  were  delighted  with  the  crocuses,  rabbit-ears,  fleur-de-lis, 
violets,  anemones,  hyacinths,  and  many  other  flowers  the  names 
of  which  I  do  not  know.  Ever  descending,  we  went  now  on  this 
side  the  stream,  now  to  that  side;  hereto  the  right,  there  to  the 
left;  first  over,  then  back,  till  we  had  crossed  it  forty-five  times; 
when,  at  length,  it  rushed  headlong  through  such  a  narrow,  precipi- 
tous break  in  the  rock  that  we  could  no  longer  follow  it,  but  went 
across  hill  and  knoll,  reaching  Cis  a  little  before  sundown,  twenty 
miles  ride  from  Hadjin. 

"  Here  I  visited  sixteen  families ;  held  meetings  with  the  women ; 
spent  one  evening  talking  with  the  brethren,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  in  regard  to  their  schools  and  the  work  among  the  women ; 
and  insisted  on  their  having  a  special  school  committee,  which 
should  assume  the  responsibility  of  this  department,  and  commu- 
nicate with  me.  Then  when  the  committee  was  appointed,  I  had  a 
three  hours'  talk  with  it,  laying  plans  for  next  year.  I  had  sev- 
eral long  talks  with  different  men  and  women,  and  am  satisfied 
that  there  is  a  fine  opening  in  Cis.  Eva  and  Rahel  are  both  there, 
and  through  them  I  hope  for  a  blessing  on  that  people.  It  did  me 
good  to  see  the  progress  they  had  both  made  in  these  last  two 
years.    It  was  a  pleasure  to  talk  with  them,  and  I  shall  return  to 
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Marash  thanki  ng  our  Father  that  He  lias  given  us  the  good  work 
of  training  these  girls.  I  have  more  hope  than  ever  that  they 
are  to  do  much  in  bringing  this  kingdom  to  the  feet  of  Jesus." 


INDIA. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  TAYLOR 
There  are  now  thirty-five  girls  in  my  school.  Those  in  the  low- 
est class  pay  fees  of  one  anna  (about  three  cents)  per  month.  In 
the  next  class  the  fee  is  two  annas;  in  the  next  three,  and  in  the 
highest  class  four  annas.  One  dear  little  girl  I  sent  home,  because 
her  parents  said  they  could  not  pay  one  anna  a  month.  The  child 
was  very  much  grieved ;  her  bps  quivered,  and  she  kept  turning 
back  to  make  salum  to  me.  Hard  though  it  was.  I  felt  that  the 
time  had  come  to  take  a  stand  upon  the  subject  of  fees.  To  my 
great  joy,  the  girl  was  brought  back  the  next  week  with  the  re- 
quired sum.  One  poor  widow  brought  grain  for  her  daughter's 
fees. 

One  thing  that  makes  me  very  happy  is  that  five  of  my  girls  have 
given  such  good  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart,  that  I  have  pre- 
sented their  request  to  unite  with  the  church.  Some  months  ago 
I  began  to  make  them  a  special  subject  of  prayer.  The  daily  Bible- 
lessons  for  some  weeks  were  very  solemn,  and  the  girls  were  im- 
pressed by  them  as  they  never  had  been  before.  They  began  to 
have  prayer-meetings  by  themselves,  which  was  quite  a  new  thing 
for  them,  and  a  marked  change  came  over  them  in  deportment, 
work,  and  their  intercourse  with  the  other  girls.  In  former  times  I 
had  felt  that  one  of  these  girls  would  never  amount  to  anything, 
and  I  wanted  to  get  some  other  girl  in  her  place.  But  on  thinking 
the  matter  over.  I  feared  that  this  feeling  arose  from  prejudice,  and 
that  perhaps  I  had  not  been  faithful  to  her:  and  so  I  was  led  to 
make  her  a  subject  of  prayer  with  the  others. 

Susanna,  one  of  my  girls  who  has  been  in  school  five  or  six  years, 
was  sent  home  in  September,  because,  her  mother  having  died  last 
year,  it  was  very  hard  for  her  father  to  live  alone.  She  belongs  to 
a  caste  only  one  step  above  the  pariah,  and  the  women  of  her  village 
were  very  degraded,  and  without  any  interest  in  Christianity.  Her 
father  is  a  catechist.  but  not  very  energetic,  and  her  mother  had 
been  most  inefficient.  But  Susanna  went  bravely  to  work  among 
the  women,  teaching  them  Bible  stories  and  a  few  lyrics:  and  she 
had  done  the  same  work  before,  during  vacation.  While  she  was 
in  school  she  was  beloved  and  respected  by  all  the  girls,  those  of 
high  caste  deferring  to  her  like  the  others.  I  want  to  ask  you  to 
pray  that  the  Lord  may  keep  and  bless  her. 
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Another  of  the  girls,  Yelliammal,  is  the  daughter  of  a  carpenter, 
who  had  known  my  father  from  the  time  of  his  coming  to  India; 
but  only  the  year  of  my  father's  death  did  this  man  and  his  sons 
unite  with  the  church.  Though  he  has  shown  zeal  and  earnestness 
in  his  Christian  life,  he  seemed  to  think  his  daughter  of  no  conse- 
quence, and  sent  her  to  live  in  the  heathen  family  of  her  future 
mother-in-law.  She  was  a  bright  and  affectionate  girl,  and  it 
grieved  me  to  see  her  neglected ;  so  I  kept  asking  to  have  her  sent 
to  school,  though  with  a  feeling  that  it  was  useless  to  do  so.  To 
my  surprise,  her  father  came  one  day  last  year,  saying  that  for  two 
years  I  had  continually  teazed  him  by  asking  for  his  daughter 
whenever  I  saw  him,  and  now  he  was  going  to  give  her  to  me. 
But  it  was  to  be  only  till  the  end  of  the  year,  when  she  would  be 
married  to  the  one  originally  intended  for  her,  but  who  had  lately 
become  a  Christian.  She  has  improved  very  much  indeed  while  she 
has  been  in  school;  one  who  had  not  seen  her  since  her  first  en- 
trance would  hardly  know  her.  She  can  read  well,  and  commits 
Bible  verses  to  memory.  Her  father  takes  much  pride  in  her  now. 
She  will  be  married  as  soon  as  I  return  to  Mandapasalai.  They 
put  off  the  wedding,  in  order  that  I  might  be  present. 

When  the  mothers  and  relatives  of  my  girls  come  to  see  them,  I 
have  an  opportunity  to  talk  and  read  with  them,  thus  strengthen- 
ing the  work  I  do  among  the  girls.  The  work  among  the  women 
is  opening  up  nicely,  and  they  ask  me  to  come  often  to  their  vil- 
lages. I  am  glad  to  go  when  I  can;  it  is  good  for  the  girls  to  have 
me  see  their  friends  at  home. 

Now  and  then  I  receive  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Branch  which  supports  this  school,  and  they  give  me  real  pleasure. 
Sometimes  they  come  when  I  am  depressed,  because  I  and  my  work 
seem  so  small  and  so  distant;  and  such  letters  remind  me  that  I 
and  these  gills  belong  to  the  great  family  of  Jesus  Christ,  in 
Heaven  and  in  earth,  and  I  can  work  with  new  courage. 


ITEMS. 

Woman's  missionary  societies,  which  have  accomplished  so  much 
in  the  United  States,  are  about  to  be  organized  in  England.  The 
English  Presbyterian  Church  is  soon  to  have  one  whose  object  will 
be  the  education  of  Chinese  women.  This  has  grown  out  of  the 
interest  of  a  number  of  Presbyterian  women  in  London,  in  a  girls' 
boarding-school  in  Amoy. 

Dr.  Livingstone  wrote  that  "not  a  single  mission  station  has 
ever  been  established  which  proved  an  entire  failure." 
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Some  of  the  missionaries  in  South  Africa  are  engaged  in  an  attempt 
to  prove  that  the  Zulus  are  lineal  descendants  of  the  lost  tribes  of 
Israel.  It  is  said  they  "have  generally  marked  Jewish  features, 
and  their  language  is  full  of  Jewish  idioms." 

There  are  13,035  Protestant  converts  in  China.  Rev.  Mr.  Steven- 
son says  of  them  :  "  I  have  never  met,  in  any  Christian  lands,  Chris- 
tian men  and  women  of  a  higher  type  than  some  I  met  in  China. 
I  have  never  met,  in  any  land,  Christian  men  and  women  of  higher 
spiritual  experience  or  tone  of  life." 


THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  IOWA  STATE 
BRANCH  OF  THE  W.  B.  M.  I. 

The  spacious  lecture-room  in  the  new  church  at  Grinnell  was 
crowded  at  an  early  hour  on  Thui'sday  p.  m.,  June  5th,  with 
ladies  whose  anticipation  of  a  feast  were  expressed  in  earnest, 
happy  faces. 

Our  heart-felt  praise  found  expression  in  the  familiar  words  of 
"  Hail  to  the  Lord's  Anointed;  "  after  which  our  President,  Mrs. 
Geo.  F.  Magoun,  of  Grinnell,  read  Psalm  72,  and  Mrs.  Frisbie,  of  Des 
Moines,  brought  us  very  near  the  throne  in  prayer. 

Mrs.  Stevens,  of  Marion,  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern,  and 
business  was  opened  by  the  reading  of  the  annual  report  by  our 
State  Secretary,  Mrs.  L.  F.  Parker,  of  Iowa  City.  The  contribu- 
tions to  the  W.  B.  M.  I.  for  the  past  year  have  amounted  to  neai'ly 
$2,400,  distributed  over  nine  missionary  fields,  and  five  different 
races.  Present  numher  of  auxiliaries  in  the  State,  seventy-four. 
Thirty-five  of  these  societies  report  a  good  or  growing  interest; 
while  thirty-one  vary  from  languid  to  the  lowest  ehh,  and  eight  are 
wholly  silent.  Five  new  societies  are  working  with  the  enthusiasm 
of  youth.  Over  two  hundred  dollars  have  heen  raised  by  juvenile 
hands,  and  nearly  one  hundred  dollars  by  children  in  our  Sunday 
Schools.  Three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  copies  of  Life  axd 
Light  are  taken  by  our  fifteen  hundred  and  forty-six  members. 
Nine  hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  twenty  cents  is  reported  as 
having  been  applied  to  the  work  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  and  A.  M.  A. 

Justice  cannot  be  done  to  this  report  by  any  hasty  synopsis ;  but 
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the  printing  of  it  was  enthusiastically  voted,  and  means  for  the 
purpose  abundantly  poured  into  the  hands  of  ccllectors  on  the  spot. 

We  united  in  prayer  for  our  work  and  our  workers,  with  Mrs. 
French,  of  Blahs  town,  who  has  herself  known  the  joys  and  trials 
of  missionary  life  hi  India;  after  which  the  honored  Home  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Board,  Dr.  Alden,  of  Boston,  addressed  us. 
He  brought  greetings  from  his  own  city  to  "one  of  the  best 
branches  of  the  best  Board  this  side  the  Hudson;"  and  we  were 
electrified  by  his  overflowing  fervor  as  he  earnestly  reminded  us 
of  the  sacredness  of  the  trust  committed  to  us,  carrying  us  as  by 
magic  to  and  fro  in  vivid  word-pictures.  We  saw  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Norris,  of  Salem,  four  years  before  the  American  Board  was  formed, 
offering  (upon  their  knees  in  prayer)  their  $10,000  in  silver,  the 
woman  leading  the  man,  and  suggesting  that  the  money  go  to  An- 
dover  Seminary,  for  the  education  of  missionaries;  and  after  her 
husband's  death  followed  her  own  bequest  of  $30,000  —  so  that  our 
work  is  but  the  development  of  an  old  idea;  some  of  the  earliest 
records  showing  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  testamentary 
gifts  came  from  women  and  children.  He  spoke  of  woman's  work 
as  having  brought  out  into  clearer  view  the  relations  of  the  persons 
working  at  home  and  abroad;  told  us  of  Mrs.  Wheeler's  sense  of 
the  sustaining  power  of  the  prayers  offered  for  her  here  at  home; 
of  Miss  Shepard's  Christ-like  life  as  he  had  seen  it  among  the 
Dakota  girls,  whose  school-record  is  now  almost  a  perfect  one ;  and 
what  is  going  on  among  the  Dakotas  is  going  on  in  the  sixteen 
missions  all  around  the  world,  eight  of  the  lady  workers  in  those 
missions  being  from  Iowa. 

The  work  needs  special  thought,  labor,  sympathy  and  prayer;  for 
the  great  mass  of  Christians  are  not  yet  awake  to  it,  and  the  splen- 
did future,  not  far  distant,  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  Christian 
women.  In  closing,  Dr.  Alden  gave  us  tender  sketches  of  the 
heart  struggles  of  young  women  in  considering  their  duty  toward 
the  work,  while  the  secret  prayers  of  pastors  and  of  parents  were 
united  with  their  own  —  all  culminating  in  a  glorious  answer,  which 
gave  us  new  and  most  consecrated  missionaries.  His  final  ques- 
tion, "Are  we  worthy  to  be  associated  with  them?"  came  home 
solemnly  and  searchingly  to  all  our  hearts.  After  singing  "  Shall 
we  whose  souls  are  lighted?"  we  listened  to  a  letter  of  greeting 
from  Miss  Collins,  who  cheered  us  by  a  brief  mention  of  the  won- 
derful work  around  her,  where  many  once  benighted  souls  are  ask- 
ing the  way  and  fighting  sin.  Miss  Collins  besought  our  prayers 
for  the  Indians  and  for  herself. 

Next  was  read  a  letter  from  the  Home  Secretary  of  the  W.  B.  M. 
I.,  expressing  appreciation  of  our  difficulties  in  this  Home  Mission 
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State,  while  rejoicing  with  us  in  our  record,  and  emphasizing  the 
loud  call  to  new  faithfulness  and  zeal  found  in  the  state  of  tilings 
in  foreign  countries  jtcd  Jioiu.  Should  we  not  examine  again  our 
standards  of  giving?  Should  we  not  endeavor  to  have  a  Society  in 
every  church,  and  every  woman  a  member  of  it?  Miss  Greene 
recommended  the  appointment  of  a  State  Treasurer,  and  of  a  time 
and  place  of  meeting  distinct  from  those  of  any  other  body.  She 
also  spoke  of  the  importance  of  having  every  pledge  for  specific 
work  fulfilled,  as  a  small  deficit  in  a  number  of  societies  would 
make  a  large  aggregate  of  loss  to  the  work. 

The  election  of  a  Treasurer,  which  had  been  moved  last  year, 
was  then  voted  upon,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative;  after  which  the 
Committee  for  Nomination  of  Officers  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Mrs.  Dr.  Robbins,  of  Muscatine;  Mrs.  Eaton,  of  Newton:  and  Mrs. 
Shaw,  of  Grinnell. 

A  motion  for  a  change  in  time  and  place  of  meeting  was  then 
made,  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  reports  of  Vice-Presidents  followed,  seven  of  whom  were 
present,  while  others  reported  by  letter.  Earnest  work  had  re- 
sulted in  good  progress,  especially  marked  in  a  region  formerly 
devasted  by  grasshoppers,  and  only  lately  able  to  engage  in  this 
work  at  all. 

Mrs.  Robbins,  as  Chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  reported 
no  changes  in  officers  excepting  such  ns  were  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  three  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  and  the  addition  of  a  Treas- 
urer, for  which  office  MfS.JZ.  R.  Potter,  of  Grinnell,  was  nominated. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

A  plea  was  made  in  behalf  of  Life  and  Light;  after  which 
reports  of  auxiliaries  were  heard,  as  far  as  time  would  permit. 
Much  animation  anil  interest  were  shown  in  givii.g  these  repoits. 
and  regret  was  felt  that  so  many  were  necessarily  crowded  out. 
Ladies  who  had  felt  that  the  expense  would  be  almost  a  sufficient 
objection  to  a  separate  meeting  at  a  different  time  and  place,  were 
convinced  that  that  plan  alone  could  ever  give  us  the  time  we 
needed  for  full  enjoyment  and  profit  from  our  annual  gatherings. 

The  juvenile  societies  could  not  be  heard  from  at  all,  excepting 
as  glimpses  of  their  work  would  creep  into  the  few  reports  of  the 
auxiliaries  that  were  given,  showing  bow  near  to  the  hearts  of  our 
adult  workers  these  children's  bands  have  become. 

The  meeting  was  appropriately  closed,  by  Mrs.  Magoun.  with  a- 
prayer  of  grateful  consecration ;  and  we  separated  with  thankful 
hearts  to  our  Father,  who  had  led  us  hither,  and  to  the  ladies  of 
Grinnell,  who  had  left  no  provision  unthought  of  that  could  con- 
duce to  our  comfort  or  profit.  N.  R.  C. 
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A  Lutheran  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
National  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  was  held  in  Cleveland,  O., 
June  10th  and  11th.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Stuckenberg,  of  Springfield,  was 
elected  president,  and  made  an  eloquent  address,  appealing  to  the 
ladies  of  the  Lutheran  church  to  enter  into  the  missionary  work. 
Mrs.  Stuckenburg  has  long  been  active,  in  a  quiet  way,  and  brings 
to  her  new  position  rare  mental  gifts  and  spiritual  graces.  We 
offer  our  congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  our  young  and  prom- 
ising ally. 


UNCONSCIOUS  INFLUENCE. 

"At  one  of  our  missionary  meetings,  held  in  a  private  parlor,  a 
Norwegian  servant-girl  handed  the  lady  of  the  house  some  money, 
saying:  '  This  is  for  the  missionary  work.  I  want  to  do> something 
to  send  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen ;  here  are  fifty  cents,  and  there  is 
more  coming.'  She  knew  that  the  ladies  met  regularly  to  pray  for 
the  missionaries  and  their  work,  and  she  had  probably  overheard 
some  things  said  at  the  meetings.  Her  heart  was  moved,  and  she 
has  been  telling  her  Norwegian  friends  about  it.  Thus,  these  meet- 
ings have  exerted  an  influence  that  the  ladies  knew  not  of.  The 
Lord  takes  care  of  His  precious  cause." 


The  next  Annual  Meeting  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.  will  be  held  at 
Oberlin,  O.,  November  5th  and  6th. 



RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  May  15  to  June  15,  1879. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE.  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Ohio  Branch.  — Sirs.  Geo.  H. 
Ely,  Treas..  Elyria,  O.  Am- 
herst. "Willing  Workers,"$5; 
Cleveland  Heights,  for  Miss 
Maltbie,  S37.50;  Edinburgh, 
$10;  Elyria.  for  Miss  Malt- 
bie, and  const.  Mrs.  H  6. 
Whitwell  and  Miss  E.  Jennie 
Hall,  L.  M  s,  $63.50;  Huron, 
$6.27;  Ironton,  "Cheerful 
Givers,"  S5;  Kent,  .?6;  Kirk- 
land,  S5;  Lodi,  S6.78;  Lorain, 
for  Miss  Maltbie,  S3;  Medi- 
na, $8;  Oberlin,  for  Miss  New- 


ton, and  const.  Mrs.  Jnlia 
Straus  and  Mrs.  Emma  Bal- 
lentine,  L.  M's.  .«50;  Park- 
man,  §7;  Sheffield,  for  Miss 
Maltbie,  SI:  Sullivan,  for 
Miss  Maltbie,  $7;  Welling- 
ton, for  Miss  Parmelee,  S25; 
Welshfield,  $8;  York,  S24. 
Expenses,  $7.75.  Balance,  $270  30 
Coolville.  for  Ft.  Berthold,  16  72 
Four  Cortiers,  12  00 

Sandusky,  for  pupil  at  Samo- 
kov,  40  00 

Total,         $339  02 
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INDIANA. 

Elkhart.  $4  00 

Indianapolis,  Plymouth  Cli.,  11  .r<0 

Ft.  Wayne,        '  7  00 

Peru,  Central  Cong.  Ch.,  21  44 


Total,  $43  94 

MICHIGAN-. 

MICHIGAN  branch. — Mrs.  Geo. 
H.  Lathrop.  Treas. .  Jackson. 
Church  Corners,  for  little 
<rirl  in  Miss  Dudley's  school, 
and  const.  Mrs  John  L.  Wil- 
liams, L.  M.,  $25;  E.  Sagi- 
naw, for  Miss  Shattuck.  $91.- 
75;  Jackson.  First  Ch  .  for 
Miss  Hollister.  $25:  Oiion 
City,  $10;  Sale  of  pamphlets, 
.20.  $151  95 

Clinton.  Mrs.  Edward  Cook,         5  00 

Port  Huroniior  Miss  Pinker- 
ton.  10  50 

Summit,  8  99 


Total. 


ILLINOIS. 


$17i!  44 


Aurora,   First  Ch.,  for  Miss 

Dudley, 
Canton,  for  Miss  Bliss, 
Chcnoa.  for  Samokov  School, 
Chesterfield, 

Chicago,  First  Ch.,  for  Miss 
Patrick,  $21.77;  N.  E.  Ch.,  for 
Miss  Chapin,  S24.44:  South 
Ch..  $12.C.O:  Tabernacle  Ch., 
$1:  Union  Tark  Ch..  Jlrs.  E. 
AV.  Clark,  const.  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Noble,  L.  M..  $25, 

Ennlewood.  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Hull, 
const,  herself  L.  M., 

Jacksonville,  for  Miss  Evans, 
$30;  for  traveling;  expenses 
of  Miss  Porter.  $10, 

La  Moillc. 

Mai/wood. 

Oak  Park,  for  Manisa  School, 
Richmond,  a  few  friends, 
Seward,  for  Saniokov  School, 
Sterling, 

Total, 


IOWA. 

Durant.  Golden  Rule  So., 
Grinnell.   "Busy  Bees."  $5; 

"Mite  Gatherers.'for  scholar 

at  Samokov,  $14. 
Iowa  City.  Mrs.  J.  L.  Pickard, 

const.  Mrs.  (Rev.)  Wm.  Jol- 

lvnian,  Barnstable.  Devon, 

England,  L.  M., 
Monticello,  of  wh.    $10  for 

Japan, 

Montour,  for  school  at  Affion 

Kara  Hissar,  . 
Marion, 


0,1 
35 
00 
67 
50 
00 
2S 


tsa  si 


WISCONSIN. 


Beloit.  First  Cone  S.  S..  for 

pupil  in  Bridgm'an  School.  $40  00 
Fond  du  Lac"  for  Armenia 

College,  29  50 

Fox  Lake  (College!,  Mattie  W. 

Dean,  ~  2  00 

Koshkonong.  10  50 

Trucsdcll.  a  few  ladies,  2  25 

Miluaukee.    Spring   St.  Ch., 

"Mission  Band,"for  assistant 

teacher  at  Manisa, 


Total 


15  00 
«99  22 


$5  00 


19  00 


25  00 
21  34 


7  00 
11  00 


Total,  $8$  34 

.Minnesota  Branch. 

Minneapolis.  Plymouth  Ch., 
"Young  Ladies'  Mis'y  So..'" 
for  a  quarter's  tuition  of  a 
scholar  at  Samokov,  $S  50 

Xorthfield.  a  friend,  5  00 

Total,  $13  50 


MISSOl'RI. 

St.  Louis.  African  S.  S.  of  Sec- 
ond Pres.  Ch..  for  books  and 
maps  for  Miss  Pinkerton,        $C  50 


KANSAS. 


Eureka, 

Leavenworth. 

Wyandotte. 


Total. 


$5  00 

8  70 

9  42 

$23  12 


COLORADO. 


Colorado  Springs, 


$ir.  50 

Denver,  for  Miss  Dudley's  tours,  17  00 
Total,  $23  50 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Xorthirood  Centre,  a  friend, 

MARASn.  TURKEY. 


$1  00 


'•  Little  Begsars  for  Christ's 
sake,"  for  "Miss  Hillis'  work 
in  Cevlon,  and  const.  Miss 
Turvanda  Topalyan,  L.  M.,    $25  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale  of  pamphlets.  $14  76 

Sale  of  envelopes.  50 

Total,  $15  26 

Total  for  the  month,  1.131  68 

Previously  acknowledged,     10,193  94 

Total  since  >'ov.  1, 1878,       $11,309  12 


OUR  SCHOOL  IN  BROOSA. 

By  this  name  we  designate  the  school  under  the  care  of  Miss 
Rappelye,  at  Broosa.  This  personal  pronoun  ours,  how  it  awakens, 
with  the  delight  of  possession,  that  pleasing  sense  of  responsibility 
and  care  —  that  which  we  give  to  anything  we  love,  our  garden, 
our  birds,  our  children,  and,  in  a  higher  sense,  our  church  —  dear  to 
us.  Not  only  because  it  is  ours,  but  because  of  Him  who  has  said, 
"I  have  graven  thee  on  the  palms  of  my  hands."  Such  is  the  al- 
most sacred  tie  which  binds  us  to  Miss  Rappelye  and  her  work  at 
Broosa. 

Miss  Rappelye  had,  previous  to  her  consecration  to  the  foreign 
mission  work,  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  Oakland  and 
Benicia,  in  this  State;  and  when  the  voice  of  our  departed  Lord, 
"Go  teach  all  nations,"  met  her  listening  ear,  it  found  a  quick 
response. 

After  four  years  of  labor  in  the  Home  at  Constantinople,  then 
a  year  of  rest,  in  which,  in  Robert  College,  she  had  an  opportunity 
of  studying  modern  Greek,  she  was  led  by  God's  unerring  hand 
to  Broosa.  there  to  labor  among  the  women  and  girls  of  different 
nationalities  in  that  ancient  city.  The  spirit  in  which  this  work 
was  undertaken,  may  be  best  seen  by  extracts  from  her  letters  of 
that  date. 

"  The  thought  has  come  into  my  mind,  after  hours  of  prayer,  to 
lay  this  whole  matter  before  some  friend. 

"You  will  see  by  Mr.  Richardson's  letter  that  the  field  is  a  hard, 
but  hopeful  one.  I  should  like  to  have  a  school  of  forty  or  fifty 
pupils  of  all  nationalities,  with  pleasant,  substantial  school-build- 
ings and  fixtures.  I  should  like  one  teacher  from  America  (one  of 
my  old  pupils),  to  teach  music  and  drawing.  There  must  be  some- 
thing to  attract  pupils  before  they  will  come.  A  native  teacher 
must  be  had,  a  servant  or  two,  and  ever  so  many  expenses  besides 
that  the  Board  cannot  furnish;  and  one  day  I  sat  astonied  one 
hour,  and  wove  out  a  beautiful  plan;  but  the  usual  difficulty  of 
raising  the  means  seems  so  great  that  I  am  discouraged  at  the 
prospect."  And  thus  was  the  work  conceived  m  the  earnest  heart 
of  our  sister. 

At  this  date  she  had  not  been  formally  adopted  by  our  Board : 
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but,  at  the  meeting  called  to  greet  Miss  Starkweather,  in  February, 
1STC,  as  like  begets  like,  so,  under  the  self-propagating  power 
of  one  work  undertaken  in  faith  alone,  we  then  and  there  adopted 
Miss  Rappelye  as  "ours" — the  ladies  in  Boston  generously  con- 
ceding to  what,  in  our  estimation,  was  a  stronger  claim. 

At  our  annual  meeting  held  in  Sacramento,  in  October,  1877,  after 
prayerful  consideration,  we  voted  to  raise,  within  two  years,  the 
five  thousand  dollars  with  which  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for 
this  school,  the  need  of  which  is  so  apparent  from  Miss  Rappelye's 
letters.  The  first  thousand  toward  this  fund  was  given  by  Deacon 
Bigelow,  of  Oakland,  whose  wife  was  to  us  such  a  never-failing 
source  of  wisdom,  inspiration  and  enthusiasm  in  the  Master's 
work.  "She,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh,"  in  the  beautiful  portrait 
presented  to  us  by  her  husband;  and  which,  in  the  home  of  one  of 
our  former  secretaries,  awaits  the  completed  building  to  take  its 
place  in  the  school,  where,  we  trust,  it  may  do  its  mission  in  infus- 
ing her  own  spirit  in  that  Home. 

The  site  for  the  building  has  been  purchased  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  portion  covered  by  a  "jutting  Turkish  building"),  as 
Miss  Rappelye's  almost  jubilant  letters  announce  to  us,  and  we 
trust  that  ere  long  the  picture  painted  on  her  vision  will  be  real- 
ized. Of  how  the  work  has  progressed,  from  its  four  first  pupils 
to  its  present  number  of  thirty;  of  the  hold  it  is  getting  on  the 
hearts  of  the  people;  of  how  the  dormant  tastes  and  aspirations 
of  these  dear  girls  are  being  quickened  by  the  influence  of  our 
sacred  songs, —  Christianity's  right  hand;  —  of  the  evidence,  from 
time  to  time,  of  how  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells  beneath  that  roof  — 
is  it  not  written  in  the  chronicles  of  the  teacher  herself? 

From  these  we  cull  some  extracts  to  append  to  this  sketch.  A 
beautiful  flag,  our  own  "stars  and  stripes,"— that  so  cheers  the  exile 
in  a  foreign  land  as  he  gazes  on  its  sunlit  hues,  which  enfold  so 
much  of  our  country's  history, —  has  been  made  by  the  hands  of 
some  of  our  young  ladies,  and  is  now  on  its  way  —  has  probably 
by  this  time  reached  Miss  Rappelye.  Did  the  passing  observer  on 
"our"  glorious  Fourth  see  its  bright  folds  opening  under  Tur- 
key's sunny  skies? 

O  that  the  Christian  exile  might  never  have  occasion,  as  he  says 
"my  country,"  to  feel  that  there  is  aught  in  her  that  is  not  an  ex- 
emplification of  those  blessed  truths  and  principles  he  has  left 
home  and  country  to  teach  to  those  who  have  been  reared  in  the 
stifling  atmosphere  of  a  false  religion ! 

Beoosa,  April  29,  1879. 
"  The  school  has  been  in  session  one  week  since  the  Easter  va- 


OUR  SCHOOL  IN  BROOSA. 


303 


cation.  The  pupils  were  all  in  their  places  on  Monday  morning. 
No  one  asked,  '  Where  is  the  lesson  ? '  for  it  seemed  as  though 
there  had  be?n  no  interruption.  Under  pressure  for  pay,  six  pupils 
left  the  first  week;  but  five  ot  them  came  back,  after  one  day's  ab- 
sence, bringing  their  silver  mejidichs.  There  arc  over  thirty  now, 
though  I  have  said  that  thirty  was  the  utmost  limit  to  which  I 
could  go;  but  I  have  a  little  help  from  an  Armenian  girl,  who 
wanted  to  come,  so  *hat  she  would  be  better  fitted  for  a  teacher  in 
the  Armenian  school  for  girls  in  Broosa.  She  is  a  quiet,  good  girl ; 
and  though  I  must  give  her  considerable  time,  I  can  give  it  out  of 
school  hours.  The  native  teacher  who  was  with  me  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  '  Home  '  school,  particularly  requested  me  to  take 
this  girl  as  a  favor  to  her.  So  there  are  ten  boarding  pupils  —  only 
one  of  them  a  paying  pupil.  Several  of  the  day-pupils  pay  a  good 
tuition  —  that  is,  about  three  dollais  a  quarter  for  the  ordinary  ad- 
vantages. Some  of  the  others  p-.y  one  or  two  piasters  a  week: 
some  are  too  poor  to  pay  anything. 

"  To-day  we  had  a  cheering  visit  from  Dr.  Thompson  and  his  wife, 
from  Stamboul.  He  is  agent  for  the  British  Foreign  Aid  Society, 
and  has  more  or  less  acquaintance  with  the  Missionary  work  over 
all  the  land.  They  came  in  during  the  hour  for  Bible  recitations  in 
the  morning.  I  was  encouraged  by  finding  the  pupils  ready  to  give 
intelligent  answers  to  his  questions. 

"  It  had  seemed  to  me  that  I  should  never  make  a  breach  in  the 
ball  of  ignorance  that  seemed  to  surround  every  mind ;  but  they 
did  so  well,  the  visitors  expressed  much  pleasure.  The  tears  ran 
down  the  old  lady's  face,  as  she  said  the  little  exercise  songs  car- 
ried her  back  to  her  childhood  in  her  Scottish  home. 

"  The  little  ones  have  a  half-hour  recess  in  the  afternoon,  and  two 
of  the  larger  girls  who  are  not  reciting  at  that  hour  go  down  to 
direct  their  plays.  The  other  day  I  happened  to  go  down,  and 
was  amused  to  see  the  little  things  drawn  up  in  a  class,  waiting 
each  to  take  a  drink  of  water  in  her  turn.  Well,  I  thought,  you 
are  carrying  the  principle  of  order  farther  than  I  ever  thought  of 
doing.  I  wonder  if  you  count  the  swallows.  A  few  minutes  after 
I  looked  down  in  the  play-yard,  and  the  children  were  standing  in 
rows,  waiting  for  their  turn  to  sit  on  the  see-saw,  or  in  the  swing. 

"  This  playiiig  by  rule  they  took  up  of  their  own  accord ;  and,  as 
all  seemed  to  enjoy  it,  I  smiled  my  approval.  At  our  evening 
prayer-hour, —  just  at  dark,  when  there  is  not  light  enough  for  us 
to  see  to  study, —  two  or  three  of  the  girls  are  called  upon  to  sing 
a  hymn  or  to  lead  in  singing.  I  find  it  teaches  them  independence, 
and  is  a  preparatory  work  to  conducting  women's  meetings  in  fu- 
ture. No  one  is  allowed  to  fail.  If  she  don't  strike  the  tune  right 
the  first  time,  she  must  keep  at  it  till  she  does. 


304 


LIFE  AXD  LIGHT. 


"  There  is  seldom  a  second  attempt,  now.  At  the  close  of  the  sing- 
ing, we  retire  to  a  quiet  place,  each  of  us,  to  engage  in  private 
prayer. 

"Mr.  Constantine,  of  Athens,  has  sent  me  a  number  of  tracts  in 
modern  Greek,  for  distribution.  We  seize  upon  every  means  for 
awakening  an  interest  in  the  great  work  of  life,  among  the  Turks. 
This  means  has  been  blessed  in  Athens,  and  brought  inquirers 
into  their  prayer-meetings.  This  term  of  three  months  will  soon 
go ;  I  feel  that  we  must  work  every  minute,  there  is  so  much  to 
do.  I  can  think  of  scarcely  anything  but  the  school-work,  now ; 
but  when  the  vacation  begins  I  shall  be  planning  to  build  lime- 
pits  and  storing  lumber,  and  thinking  out  plans  for  our  new 
building.  Probably  some  missionary  will  be  sent  to  look  after 
the  work  here,  and  everything  be  made  ready  to  commence  the 
work  next  spring.  1  almost  forget  to  pray  for  your  success  in 
raising  the  money  —  I  am  so  sure  you  will." 


MEXICO. 

A  brief  extract  from  Mrs.  Watkins"  last  letter  will  be  welcomed 

by  her  friends :  — 

"  GuADALAXAIiA.  Mexico,  May  8,  1879. 
"  Yesterday  Mr.  Watkins  and  a  faithf  ul  Mexican  went  to  Ahua- 
lulco,  the  scene  of  Mr.  Stephen's  labors  and  death.  There  is  a 
nice  little  church  gathered  there,  and  they  have  a  building  of 
their  own  in  which  they  hold  service,  but  they  are  as  sheep  without 
a  shepherd.  They  are  asking  there,  as  in  several  other  towns,  for 
a  missionary  to  guide  them.  Not  only  in  heathen  lands,  but  in 
the  nominally  Christian  lands,  is  heard  the  Macedonian  cry, 
'Come  over  and  help  us;' — but  where  are  the  helpers?  Who 
will  answer  this  question?" 


Many  make  as  a  plea  against  giving  to  missions,  the  heavy  tax 
to  support  the  home  church.  To  pay  for  our  church  privileges, 
they  say,  costs  so  much,  we  have  nothing  extra  to  give  for  the 
foreign  work.  In  this  they  are  doubtless  sincere.  There  is  a  great 
fundamental  error  here,  which  we  wish  to  correct,  if  possible. 
The  money  we  give  to  support  the  home  church  is*  not  benevolent 
giving,  in  any  sense  of  the  term.  Indeed,  it  is  not  giving,  in  any 
sense,  any  more  than  paying  the  school-tax  or  grocers  bill  or  car- 
penter's bill.  The  fact  is.  the  church  is  a  necessity  with  us  and 
our  families,  as  much  as  our  school.  We  cannot  get  on  without  it. 
We  would  not  bring  up  our  children  in  a  place  where  theie  were 
no  churches  and  church  privileges. — Missionary  Tidings. 
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